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Alaska Marijuana Control Board – AMCO Enforcement
Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office


550 W 7th Avenue, Suite 1600
Anchorage, AK 99501


amco.enforcement@alaska.gov
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco


Phone: 907.269.0350


Notice of Violation (3 AAC 306.805)
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    Licensee: Date:


Doing Business As:     License #:


License Type: AMCO Case #:


Mailing Address:


Date Violation of  Fine Date   Violation of    Fine
Violation(s) of 
Statute/Regulation:


Date Violation of   Fine Date    Violation of   Fine
Prior Violation(s)


This is a notice to you as a licensee that you are being issued a notice of violation for the purposes described in     
3 AAC 306.806(e).  A description of the violation is as follows, 
NOTE: This is not an accusation or criminal complaint.


Tip Top, LLC 12/5/23


Tip Top Cannabis 14359


Retail Marijuana Store AM232320


233 E. 5th Avenue Suite 1 Anchorage, AK 99501-2519


12/2/23  3AAC306.325(a)


I received an email from Mike Edwards on 12/02/23 that stated tip top Cannabis had a child in their store on12/2.


On 12/5/23 I went to Tip Top Cannabis and spoke to Noah Britt, the manager, and Michael Edwards an employee. I
told them that I received a complaint about a minor on the premises on 12/2. They both stated that they remembered
that a woman had carried a toddler into the store. Edwards stated that when he saw the child he asked the manager if
children were allowed in the store and the manager told him no. Edwards stated that he then asked the people to leave.
I reviewed video of the front entrance and the point of sale area. At approximately 11:05 AM on 12/2/23 three adults
entered the premises and one of the adults was carrying a toddler that appeared to be about 3 years old. The party
looked at some items through the glass case and then Edwards grabbed some product from behind the counter and one
female in the party handed him a credit card. Edwards sold the product to the female and the party left at about 11:10.
I could not discern from the video whether they were ever asked to leave.


This is in violation of: 3AAC306.325(a) Access restricted at retail marijuana store.
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Notice of Violation
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Disciplinary Action


Civil Fine: Probation:


You may choose to contest or not contest the violation or recommended disciplinary action. If you do not contest, please 
describe in writing the remedial measures you are taking to address the violation and remit the requested fine, if 
applicable You may contest the violation or recommended disciplinary action by filing a written response not later than 
10 days after your receipt of this notice. You may elect to appeal this notice directly to the Marijuana Control Board under 
3 AAC 306.845 or request an informal conference with the director under 3 AAC 306.844. if your informal conference with 
the director is not to your satisfaction, you may still elect to appeal this notice to the board by filing written notice of the
same with AMCO. Any appeal to the board will be heard at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board, unless 
both AMCO and you agree to an extension. You may appeal any final decision by the board to the superior court under AS 
44.62.560, excluding a request that the director prepare an accusation for suspension or revocation of a license.


Please send your response, including any potential fine, your request for an informal conference, or appeal to the board 
to the address below and include your marijuana license number in your response.


Marijuana Control Office
Attn: AMCO Enforcement
550 W. 7th Avenue Sute 1600
Anchorage, AK 99501
amco.enforcement@alaska.gov


Issuing Investigator: Issued To:


Signature:   Title:


Delivered VIA    Issued Date:


J. Rukes


Via Email
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Davies, Jason M (CED)


From: coltman@gci.net <coltman@gci.net>
Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2023 2:11 PM
To: Rukes, Jeffrey B (CED) <jeff.rukes@alaska.gov>
Subject: Re: NOV for minor in a restricted area


Inspector Rukes, 


As you noted in our telephone conversation, this is quite a confusing case; the person who emailed 
AMCO regarding the violation was the very person who knowingly committed it. 


This individual, Mike Edwards, despite having gone through AMCO training to obtain his Handler 
Card where it's made abundantly clear that minors aren't permitted in dispensaries; despite having 
been trained by TIP TOP management AND told at the time by the manager on duty that minors 
aren't allowed on TIP TOP premises; and despite telling the customers himself that they weren't 
allowed in with a minor, STILL served a member of that party while the child was still present in the 
store.  


On Tuesday afternoon, after you left TIP TOP, and before we discovered that Mr. Edwards was the 
individual who made the complaint, TIP TOP's manager-on-duty fired Mr. Edwards for his failure to 
adhere to AMCO and TIP TOP protocols regarding minors. 


My first thought upon hearing about the case was that Mr. Edwards had ill-will towards TIP TOP and 
wanted to get the shop in trouble with his actions. Then, after seeing the unhinged stream of text 
messages (samples attached) he sent to staff and management at TIP TOP following his dismissal, I 
thought that perhaps Mr. Edwards has a mental health issue. On further reading of his texts, I came 
across a particularly troubling one referring to Angie Gonzalez as an "immigrant" which Mr. Edwards 
imbued with a negative connotation. And, after intentionally committing the violation, Mr. Edwards in 
his email to AMCO somehow tried to blame your organization for allowing the incident to occur. 


Given his racism, unstable nature and disregard for AMCO's regulations and the public's safety, I 
think Mr. Edwards should lose his handlers card and be prohibited from working in the industry. 
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Sincerely yours, 
 
Nick Coltman 
 


Nick Coltman 
Tip Top, LLC 
233 E. 5th Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
907-644-3066 
 


From: "Rukes, Jeffrey B (CED)" <jeff.rukes@alaska.gov> 
To: "NICK COLTMAN" <coltman@gci.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 10:14:00 AM 
Subject: NOV for minor in a restricted area 
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    Licensee: Date: 


Doing Business As:     License #: 


License Type:  AMCO Case #: 


Mailing Address: 


 Date Violation of  Fine Date   Violation of     Fine 
Violation(s) of 
Statute/Regulation: 


 Date Violation of   Fine Date    Violation of    Fine 
Prior Violation(s) 


This is a notice to you as a licensee that you are being issued a notice of violation for the purposes described in     
3 AAC 306.806(e).  A description of the violation is as follows, 
NOTE: This is not an accusation or criminal complaint. 



mailto:amco.enforcement@alaska.gov

https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco
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Disciplinary Action 


Civil Fine:   Probation: 


You may choose to contest or not contest the violation or recommended disciplinary action. If you do not contest, please 
describe in writing the remedial measures you are taking to address the violation and remit the requested fine, if 
applicable You may contest the violation or recommended disciplinary action by filing a written response not later than 
10 days after your receipt of this notice. You may elect to appeal this notice directly to the Marijuana Control Board under 
3 AAC 306.845 or request an informal conference with the director under 3 AAC 306.844. if your informal conference with 
the director is not to your satisfaction, you may still elect to appeal this notice to the board by filing written notice of the 
same with AMCO. Any appeal to the board will be heard at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board, unless 
both AMCO and you agree to an extension. You may appeal any final decision by the board to the superior court under AS 
44.62.560, excluding a request that the director prepare an accusation for suspension or revocation of a license. 


Please send your response, including any potential fine, your request for an informal conference, or appeal to the board 
to the address below and include your marijuana license number in your response. 


Marijuana Control Office 
Attn: AMCO Enforcement 
550 W. 7th Avenue Sute 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
amco.enforcement@alaska.gov 


Issuing Investigator:  Issued To: 


Signature:   Title: 


Delivered VIA    Issued Date: 







CAUTION: This email originated from outside the State of Alaska mail system. Do
not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.


From: coltman@gci.net
To: Rukes, Jeffrey B (CED)
Cc: Bankowski, Joe (CED)
Subject: Re: NOV Front windows not occluded
Date: Wednesday, January 15, 2025 4:43:57 PM
Attachments: image001.png


You don't often get email from coltman@gci.net. Learn why this is important


Thanks much.


Tip Top, LLC
233 E. 5th Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501
907-644-3066


From: "Jeffrey B Rukes, CED" <jeff.rukes@alaska.gov>
To: "NICK COLTMAN" <coltman@gci.net>
Cc: "Joe Bankowski, CED" <joe.bankowski@alaska.gov>
Sent: Monday, January 6, 2025 7:47:56 AM
Subject: RE: NOV Front windows not occluded


Good Morning Nick,
 
Unfortunately the regulations don’t offer a grace period for fixing broken windows.  I know its all
the way in the back but it can still be seen.  In order to abate the NOV you need to address that
with the Marijuana board during the meeting.
 
 
 
From: coltman@gci.net <coltman@gci.net> 
Sent: Friday, January 3, 2025 3:11 PM
To: Rukes, Jeffrey B (CED) <jeff.rukes@alaska.gov>
Cc: Bankowski, Joe (CED) <joe.bankowski@alaska.gov>; Evanjelina Gonzalez
<evanjelina.gonzalez@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: NOV Front windows not occluded


 


Hi Jeffrey - thanks for your email.
 
A couple of notes about the front windows. 1) They were completely occluded but were
broken by someone on the street and had to be replaced.  2) The replacement occlusion
material just arrived and the windows will be covered again asap. 3) Tip Top's cannabis is in
the small room at the far back of the store and not visible from the ROW despite the lack of
occlusion.  



mailto:coltman@gci.net

mailto:jeff.rukes@alaska.gov

mailto:joe.bankowski@alaska.gov

https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification



Jeff Rukes

Special Investigator I

AMCO Enforcement

Aleohol & Marijuana Control Office
S50W. 7% Ave, Suite 1600

Anchorage, AK 99501

Office(907)334-0893

jeff rukes@alaska.gov








 
We'd like to request an abatement on the NOV. Thanks for your consideration.
 
Nick
 
Nick Coltman
Tip Top, LLC
233 E. 5th Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501
Store: 907-644-3066
Cell: 907-229-6364
 


From: "Jeffrey B Rukes, CED" <jeff.rukes@alaska.gov>
To: "NICK COLTMAN" <coltman@gci.net>
Cc: "Joe Bankowski, CED" <joe.bankowski@alaska.gov>
Sent: Monday, December 30, 2024 11:31:29 AM
Subject: NOV Front windows not occluded
 
Morning Nick, 
 
Tip Top is being issued a NOV for The front windows not being occluded so that the public
cannot see marijuana.
 
 
 


 
 



mailto:jeff.rukes@alaska.gov

mailto:coltman@gci.net

mailto:joe.bankowski@alaska.gov
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		Licensee: Tip Top LLC

		Date1_af_date: 12/30/24 

		Doing Business As: Tip Top Cannabis

		License: 14359

		License Type: [Retail Marijuana Store]

		AMCO Case: AM242305

		Mailing Address: 233 E. 5th Avenue, Suite 1, Anchorage, AK 99501

		Date Violation_1: 03/26/24

		Violation_1: [Sec. 17.38.070]
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		Prior Fine_4: 

		Text29: On 12/16/24 Investigators Murry, Bankowski, and Rukes went to Tip Top Cannabis for an inspection.  From the street in front of the business we all noted that the windows were not covered or opaque allowing marijuana to be visible from the public right of way.  


Violation of:
17.38.070 (a)(1) Lawful Operation of Marijuana-Related Facilities



		Civil Fine: 

		Probation: 

		Text31: 

		Investigator: [J. Rukes]

		Dropdown32: [Via Email]

		Issued To: Nick Coltman

		Title: Designated Licensee

		Date33_af_date: 12/30/24








 


 


 
 


 


Department of Commerce, Community, 
and Economic Development 


 


ALCOHOL & MARIJUANA CONTROL OFFICE 
 


550 West Seventh Avenue, Suite 1600 


Anchorage, AK 99501 


Main: 907.269.0350 


 


 


April 28, 2025 
 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
Attn: Permitting Division 


Via email: dec.fsspermit@alaska.gov  


    


License Number: 14359 


License Type: Retail Marijuana Store 


Physical Address: 233 E 5th Avenue, Suite 1, 


Anchorage AK 99501 


  


Transferor:  Tip Top, LLC 


Doing Business As: Tip Top 


Designated Licensee: Nick Coltman 


Phone Number: 907-229-6364 


Email Address: coltman@gci.net 
 


Transferee:  Wolf Town Farm, LLC 


Doing Business As: Wolf Town Farms (WTF) 


Designated Licensee: Evanjelina Gonzalez 


Phone Number: 907-787-9178 


Email Address: Evanjelina.Gonzalez@gmail.com   
 


☒ Transfer of Ownership Application  ☐ Transfer of Controlling Interest 
3 AAC 306.300(a)(2)(B), 3 AAC 306.400(b)(2)(B), 3 AAC 306.500(b)(2)(B), and 3 AAC 306.605(b)(2)(B) require that 
an applicant for a marijuana establishment license operate in compliance with each applicable public health, fire, 
safety, and tax code and ordinance of the state and the local government in which the applicant’s proposed 
licensed premises are located. This letter serves to provide written notice and request for compliance status from 
the above referenced entities regarding the above application (see attached application documents for more 
information). Please complete and return this form to the AMCO office at the email below. 
 
REVIEWER: ___________________________________________________  DEC  
      
DATE:  ____________________    PHONE:  __________________________  Compliant  Non-compliant 
 
COMMENTS: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you have any questions, please send them to marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov  
 



mailto:dec.fsspermit@alaska.gov

mailto:Evanjelina.Gonzalez@gmail.com

mailto:marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov





 


 


Sincerely, 


 
Kevin Richard, Director 








 


Department of Commerce, 
Community,  


and Economic Development 
 


Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 
 


550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 


Anchorage, AK 99501 


Main: 907.269.0350 


 


 
May 5, 2025 
 
Department of Revenue 
Department of Labor, Employment Security  
Department of Labor, Workers’ Compensation 
Via email:  theresa.mitchell@alaska.gov  
 velma.thomas@alaska.gov ; michele.wallrood@alaska.gov 
 savannah.ritter@alaska.gov ; dawn.wilson@alaska.gov ; tj.zielinski@alaska.gov  
 dol.esfieldtax@alaska.gov; dor.tax.collections@alaska.gov; dor.tax.accounting@alaska.gov 
 


License Number: 14359 


License Type: Retail Marijuana Store 


Physical Address: 233 E 5th Avenue, Suite 1 


Anchorage, AK 99501 


 


Transferor:  Tip Top, LLC 


Doing Business As: Tip Top 


Phone Number: 907-229-6364 


Email Address: coltman@gci.net 


EIN: 84-3386902 
 


Transferee:  Wolf Town Farm, LLC 


Doing Business As: Tip Top 


Phone Number: 907-644-3066 


Email Address: Evanjelina Gonzalez 
☒ Transfer of Ownership Application  ☐ Transfer of Controlling Interest 


 
3 AAC 306.300(a)(2)(B), 3 AAC 306.400(b)(2)(B), 3 AAC 306.500(b)(2)(B), and 3 AAC 306.605(b)(2)(B) require that an applicant for a 
marijuana establishment license operate in compliance with each applicable public health, fire, safety, and tax code and ordinance 
of the state and the local government in which the applicant’s proposed licensed premises are located. This letter serves to provide 
written notice and request for compliance status from the above referenced entities regarding the above application (see attached 
application documents for more information). Please complete and return this form to the AMCO office at the email below. 
 
REVIEWER: ___________________________________________________  DOR   
  Employment Security      
DATE:  ____________________    PHONE:  __________________________  Workers’ Compensation      
 
COMMENTS: __________________________________________________  Compliant  Non-compliant     
 



mailto:theresa.mitchell@alaska.gov

mailto:velma.thomas@alaska.gov

mailto:savannah.ritter@alaska.gov

mailto:dawn.wilson@alaska.gov

mailto:tj.zielinski@alaska.gov

mailto:dol.esfieldtax@alaska.gov

mailto:dor.tax.collections@alaska.gov

mailto:dor.tax.accounting@alaska.gov

mailto:coltman@gci.net





 


If you have any questions, please send them to marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Kevin Richard, Director 
 


 


 



mailto:marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov






 


 


 
 


Department of Commerce, 
Community, 


and Economic Development 
 


ALCOHOL & MARIJUANA CONTROL OFFICE 
 


550 West Seventh Avenue, Suite 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 


Main: 907.269.0350 
 
 


May 13, 2025 
 
Municipality Of Anchorage  
Attn: Miranda Honest  
VIA Email: Miranda.honest@anchorageak.gov liza.spano@anchorageak.gov 
Elizabeth.appleby@anchorageak.gov shawn.odell@anchorageak.gov gloria.stewart@anchorageak.gov 
lori.blake@anchorageak.gov   


 


License Number: 14359 
License Type: Retail Marijuana Store  
Physical Address: 233 E 5th Avenue, Suite 1, 


Anchorage, AK 99501  


   


Transferor:  Tip Top, LLC   
Doing Business As: Tip Top 
Designated Licensee:  Nick Coltman  
Phone Number: 907-644-3066 
Email Address: coltman@gci.net  


 


Transferee:  Wolf Town Farm, LLC  
Doing Business As: Tip Top 
Designated Licensee: Evanjelina Gonzalez  
Phone Number: 907-787-9178 
Email Address:  Evanjelina.Gonzalez@gmail.com 


 


☒ Transfer of Ownership Application  ☐ Transfer of Controlling Interest 
  
AMCO has received a complete application for a marijuana establishment within your jurisdiction.  This 
notice is required under 3 AAC 306.045(c)(2).  Application documents will be sent to you separately via 
ZendTo. 


To protest the approval of this application pursuant to 3 AAC 306.060, you must furnish the director and 
the applicant with a clear and concise written statement of reasons for the protest within 60 days of the 
date of this notice and provide AMCO proof of service of the protest upon the applicant. If the protest is 
a “conditional protest” as defined in 3 AAC 306.060(d)(2) and the application otherwise meets all the 
criteria set forth by the regulations, the Marijuana Control Board may approve the transfer, but require 
the applicant to show to the board’s satisfaction that the requirements of the local government have 
been met before the director issues the license. 



mailto:Miranda.honest@anchorageak.gov

mailto:liza.spano@anchorageak.gov

mailto:Elizabeth.appleby@anchorageak.gov

mailto:shawn.odell@anchorageak.gov

mailto:gloria.stewart@anchorageak.gov

mailto:lori.blake@anchorageak.gov

mailto:coltman@gci.net





 


 
3 AAC 306.010, 3 AAC 306.080, and 3 AAC 306.250 provide that the board will deny an application for a 
marijuana establishment license if the board finds that the license is prohibited under AS 17.38 as a 
result of an ordinance or election conducted under AS 17.38 and 3 AAC 306.200, or when a local 
government protests an application on the grounds that the proposed licensed premises are located in a 
place within the local government where a local zoning ordinance prohibits the marijuana 
establishment, unless the local government has approved a variance from the local ordinance. 
 
This application will be in front of the Marijuana Control Board at our June 25th and 26th, meeting. 
  
Sincerely, 


 
Kevin Richard, Director 
amco.localgovernmentonly@alaska.gov  
 



mailto:amco.localgovernmentonly@alaska.gov
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begin Saturday if lawmak-
ers failed to act on the con-
tinuing resolution, often 
referred to by lawmakers 
as a CR.


“We did our job today,” 
Johnson said moments af-
ter the vote.


Johnson’s strategy had 
the backing of Trump, who 
called on Republicans to 
“remain UNITED — NO 
DISSENT — Fight for an-
other day when the timing 
is right.”


Lawmakers said the bill 
would trim $13 billion in 
non-defense spending from 
the levels in the 2024 bud-
get year and increase de-
fense spending by $6 billion, 
which are rather flat chang-
es for both categories when 
compared with an overall 
topline of nearly $1.7 trillion 
in discretionary spending. 
The bill does not cover the 
majority of government 
spending, including Social 
Security and Medicare. 
Funding for those two pro-
grams is on autopilot and 
not regularly reviewed by 
Congress.


Democrats mostly wor-
ried about the discretion 
the bill gives the Trump 
administration on spending 
decisions. They are already 
alarmed by the administra-
tion’s efforts to make major 
cuts through the Depart-
ment of Government Ef-
ficiency, or DOGE, run by 
billionaire Trump adviser 
Elon Musk. And they say 
the spending bill would fuel 
the effort.


Spending bills typically 
come with specific fund-
ing directives for key pro-
grams, but hundreds of 
those directives fall away 
under the legislation. So 
the administration will 
have more leeway to re-
shape priorities.


For example, a Demo-
cratic memo said the bill 
would allow the adminis-
tration to steer money away 
from combating fentanyl 
and instead use it on mass 
deportation initiatives.


“It is not a simple stop-
gap that keeps the lights on 
and the doors open,” said 
Rep. Rosa DeLauro, the 
top Democrat on the House 


Appropriations Committee. 
“This is Republican leader-
ship handing over the keys 
of the government, and a 
blank check to Elon Musk 
and to President Trump.”


Rep. Tom Cole, the Re-
publican chairman of the 
House Appropriations 
Committee, acknowledged 
the continuing resolution 
was not the outcome he 
sought but said it was time 
to end the cycle of short-
term funding extensions. 
This will be the third in re-
cent months. He blamed 
Democrats for trying to 
rein in Trump’s authority 
on spending.


“We’re not going to have 
a Republican Senate and a 
Republican House restrict 
a Republican president 
from the legitimate exer-
cise of executive authority,” 
Cole said. “And then, oh, by 
the way, ask him to sign the 
bill.”


Normally, when it comes 
to keeping the government 
fully open for business, Re-
publicans have had to work 
with Democrats to craft a 
bipartisan measure that 
both sides can support. 
That’s because Republi-
cans almost always lack the 


votes to pass spending ex-
tensions on their own.


Rep.  Andy Har ris , 
R-Md., and chairman of the 
House Freedom Caucus, 
the most conservative wing 
of the Republican confer-
ence, said he supported this 
one because it would cut 
spending and not lead to a 
massive, catch-all spending 
bill, which has become the 
norm over the years.


“This is not your grand-
father’s continuing resolu-
tion,” Harris said.


Massie was still a hold-
out, though, despite Trump 
going after him on so-
cial media, calling him a 
“GRANDSTANDER, who’s 
too much trouble.”


“HE SHOULD BE PRI-
MARIED, and I will lead 
the charge against him,” 
Trump posted online.


Massie responded by 
saying Trump was “attack-
ing me and Canada today. 
The difference is: Canada 
will eventually cave.”


H o u s e  D e m o c r a t i c 
leaders came out strong-
ly against the legislation. 
Less clear was how strong-
ly they would push mem-
bers in competitive battle-
ground districts to follow 
their lead. In the end, they 


held the entire caucus to-
gether with the exception of 
Golden.


“This Republican shut-
down bill does nothing to 
enhance the American 
dream. It undermines it,” 
House Democratic leader 
Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., 
said ahead of the vote.


Democratic leaders 
in the Senate generally 
seemed to be emphasizing 
patience at this stage and 
were waiting to see if Re-
publicans can muscle the 
bill through the House be-
fore taking a stand.


“We’re going to see what 
the House does first,” said 
top Democratic Sen. Chuck 
Schumer of New York.


Still, several rank-and-
file Democrats criticized 
the measure. Sen. Cory 
Booker of New Jersey said 
he was stunned that Repub-
licans were “trying to jam 
through something that is 
their way or the highway.”


Democrats also intro-
duced an alternative bill 
Monday night funding the 
government through April 
11. The bill could serve as a 
Plan B if the GOP-led effort 
falters.


Both parties were pre-
pared to blame the other if 
the bill failed.


“It looks like they’re go-
ing to try to shut down the 
government,” Johnson said 
of Democrats.


“If the government 
shuts down with a Repub-
lican House, Republican 
Senate and Republican 
president, it will be solely 
because the Republicans 
have moved forward with 
a terrible, partisan, take-it-
or-leave-it bill,” said Rep. 
Dan Goldman, D-N.Y.


The spending bill could 
also have major ramifica-
tions for the District of Co-
lumbia’s government.


Mayor Muriel Bowser, a 
Democrat, said the propos-
al would require the district 
to cut $1.1 billion in spend-
ing in the next six months 
since it has already passed 
a balanced budget and is 
midway through its fiscal 
year. That means, officials 
said, cuts to critical ser-
vices such as education and 
public safety.


Associated Press writers Leah Askar-
inam, Gary Fields and Lisa Mascaro 
contributed to this report.


Sean Maguire
Anchorage Daily News


Eight young Alaskans are 
planning to appeal a lower court’s 
dismissal of a lawsuit that chal-
lenged the environmental im-
pacts of Alaska’s planned natural 
gas pipeline.


The youth plaintiffs filed the 
lawsuit last year, arguing that the 
$44 billion project would uncon-
stitutionally exacerbate climate 
change. The plaintiffs wanted the 
state to recognize a constitutional 
right to a life-sustaining climate 
system.


Anchorage Superior Court 
Judge Dani Crosby dismissed 
the legal challenge on Monday as 
being beyond judicial review. She 
noted that the Alaska Legislature 
has passed laws in support of con-
structing the 800-mile pipeline 
from the North Slope for export.


“This Court lacks the authority 
to second guess the legislature’s 


policy choice,” Crosby said in her 
five-page order.


Crosby suggested to the youth 
plaintiffs that the courts were not 
the proper venue to challenge the 
Alaska LNG project


“Rather, direct engagement 
with their elected officials, par-
ticipation in public awareness 
campaigns, or becoming involved 
with Alaska’s political process is 
the proper means to effectuate 
change,” she said.


Alaska Attorney General Treg 
Taylor welcomed the court’s dis-
missal of the case. He said in a 
prepared statement that the law-
suit implicated where decisions 
should be made in Alaska’s dem-
ocratic system.


“In this case, decisions re-
garding climate change and how 
to address it lie firmly in the 
purview of the legislature and 
the executive branch. They are 
not decisions to be made by few 


individuals through the court sys-
tem,” he said.


Our Children’s Trust, an Or-
egon-based public interest law 
firm, filed the lawsuit last year on 
behalf of the young Alaskans.


Andrew Welle, lead attorney 
for the plaintiffs, said in a pre-
pared statement that Crosby’s 
decision was “a clear miscarriage 
of justice.” He argued that Mon-
day’s order means all natural re-
source manage decisions in Alas-
ka were effectively beyond legal 
review.


“We will move forward, seek-
ing to correct this ruling on 
appeal to the Alaska Supreme 
Court,” Welle said.


Our Children’s Trust, in its 
82-page complaint, argued last 
year that climate change is al-
ready being felt in Alaska with 
falling salmon numbers and 
changing caribou migratory pat-
terns — among other impacts.


The Alaska Supreme Court in 
2022 issued a split decision on a 
similar legal challenge by the law 
firm. Two of the justices stated 
that Alaska law requires a consti-
tutional right to a livable climate, 
but they were overruled.


Crosby stated in her order that 
the Alaska Supreme Court’s de-
cision was binding on the youth 
plaintiffs’ recent climate change 
challenge. She said the state’s 
highest court had twice ruled that 
competing questions of natural 
resource development and con-
servation are political questions, 
and not justiciable.


A spokesperson for the Alas-
ka Gasline Development Corp. 
— the state agency leading the 
project — said last year that the 
Legislature had supported the 
pipeline because of its environ-
mental, economic and energy 
benefits.


“Alaska LNG has withstood a 


rigorous multi-year federal per-
mitting process and court chal-
lenges from resource develop-
ment opponents because of the 
project’s obvious and significant 
environmental and economic 
benefits including cleaner air 
here at home, lower global emis-
sions, and lower energy bills for 
Alaskans,” said Tim Fitzpatrick, 
an AGDC spokesperson, on Tues-
day.


Since returning to the White 
House, President Donald Trump 
has supported Alaska LNG, and 
said his administration is working 
to construct the “gigantic” pipe-
line.


Gov. Mike Dunleavy and Alas-
ka’s all-Republican congressional 
delegation have strongly sup-
ported the project. But potential 
financial backers have not an-
nounced final investment deci-
sions to complete the pipeline.
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Youth plaintiffs plan to appeal dismissal  
of lawsuit challenging $44B gas pipeline 


ALASKA / COVER STORIES


with the clerk’s office to vote by fax, 
email or secure document portal. To 
do so, you should apply before 5 p.m. 
March 25. Any applications received 
after that “may be processed subject 
to availability of staff and resources,” 
according to the municipal clerk’s 


office.
• If you won’t be home during the 


election, you can apply to vote at a 
temporary address. The deadline to 
apply is also 5 p.m. March 25.


• To get ballot tracking alerts by 
text, email or voicemail, sign up at an-
chorage.ballottrax.net/voter. The sys-
tem sends alerts when ballot pack-
ages have been sent out, received, 
counted, or if there is a problem with 
a ballot.


In some cases, voters will be asked 
to “cure” problems with their ballots, 
like if the ballot return envelope is 
missing a signature or the signature 
couldn’t be verified. When this hap-
pens, election officials mail voters 
a letter with options to fix the issue. 
Last year, the municipal clerk’s office 
introduced a new way for voters to 
cure their ballots via text message.
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CITY ELECTION


Senate. She said it was the 
department’s “final mis-
sion” to eliminate bureau-
cratic bloat and turn over 
the agency’s authority to 
states.


The department sent 
an email to employees 
Tuesday telling them its 
Washington headquarters 
and regional offices would 
be closed Wednesday, with 
access forbidden, before 
reopening Thursday. The 
only reason given for the 
closures was unspecified 
“security reasons.”


Trump campaigned on a 
promise to close the depart-
ment, saying it had been 
overtaken by “radicals, 
zealots and Marxists.” At 
McMahon’s confirmation 
hearing, she acknowledged 
only Congress has the pow-
er to abolish the agency but 
said it might be due for cuts 
and a reorganization.


Whether the cuts will 
be felt by America’s stu-
dents — as Democrats and 
advocates fear — is yet to 
be seen. Already there are 
concerns the administra-
tion’s agenda has pushed 
aside some of the agency’s 
most fundamental work, 
including the enforcement 
of civil rights for students 


with disabilities and the 
management of $1.6 trillion 
in federal student loans.


McMahon told lawmak-
ers at her hearing that her 
aim is not to defund core 
programs, but to make 
them more efficient.


Even before the layoffs, 
the Education Department 
was among the smallest 
Cabinet-level agencies. Its 
workforce included 3,100 
people in Washington and 
an additional 1,100 at re-
gional offices across the 
country, according to a de-
partment website.


The department’s work-
ers had faced increasing 
pressure to quit their jobs 
since Trump took office, 


first through a deferred 
resignation program and 
then through a $25,000 
buyout offer that expired 
March 3.


Jeanne Allen of the Cen-
ter for Education Reform, 
which advocates for char-
ter school expansion, said 
the cuts were important 
and necessary.


“Ending incessant fed-
eral interference will free 
up state and local leaders 
to foster more opportuni-
ties to give schools and ed-
ucators true flexibility and 
innovation to address the 
needs of students, wherev-
er they are educated,” Al-
len said.


Some advocates were 


skeptical of the depart-
ment’s claim that its func-
tions would not be affected 
by the layoffs.


“I don’t see at all how 
that can be true,” said Rox-
anne Garza, who was chief 
of staff in the Office of Post-
secondary Education un-
der President Joe Biden.


Much of what the depart-
ment does, like investigat-
ing civil rights complaints 


and helping families apply 
for financial aid, is labor in-
tensive, said Garza, who is 
now director of higher edu-
cation policy at Education 
Trust, a research and ad-
vocacy organization. “How 
those things will not be im-
pacted with far fewer staff 
... I just don’t see it.”
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Photos by J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE / Associated Press


House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., center, flanked by Rep. Pete Aguilar, D-Calif., left, and Rep. Katherine Clark, D-Mass., the House 
minority whip, speaks to reporters outside the House chamber as Republicans prepare a spending bill that would keep federal agencies funded 
through Sept. 30, at the Capitol in Washington on Monday.


Vice President JD Vance arrives for a closed-door meeting at the Capitol in Washington on Tuesday.
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Pho & Indian LLC is making


application for a new


Restaurant or Eating Place


AS 04.09.210 alcohol


license doing business


as Pho & Indian located at


9191 Old Seward Hwy,


Suite 1, Anchorage, AK 99515.


Interested persons should


submit written comment to


their local governing body, the


applicant, and to the Alcohol


and Marijuana Control Board


at 550 West 7th Ave Suite


1600 Anchorage,


Alaska 99501 or


alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov


TIP TOP, LLC, doing business as TIP TOP,


located at 233 E. 5th Ave.,Anchorage,AK


99501 is applying under 3 AAC 306.045


for transfer of a Retail Marijuana Store (3


AAC 306.300), license # 3A-14359 toWolf


TownFarm,LLC,doing business asTipTop.


Interested persons may object to the


application by submitting a written


statement of reasons for the objection


to their local government, the applicant,


and theAlcohol &Marijuana Control Office


(AMCO) not later than 30 days after the


director has determined the application to


be complete andhasgivenwritten notice to


the local government.Once an application


is determined to be complete, the objection


deadline and a copy of the application


will be posted on AMCO’s website at


https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/


amco.Objections should be sent toAMCO


at marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov or to


550 W 7th Ave, Suite 1600, Anchorage,


AK 99501.


AMCO Received  4.24.25
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Alaska Commissioner of Ed-
ucation Deena Bishop was in at-
tendance Thursday when Pres-
ident Donald Trump signed an 
order to “facilitate the closure” of 
the federal Department of Educa-
tion.


The order is meant to shrink 
the number of employees in the 
department and transfer some 
of its duties to other arms of the 
federal government. The 
dissolution of the depart-
ment would require an act 
of Congress.


Bishop declined an 
interview request after 
attending the signing 
event in Washington, D.C. 
A spokesperson for the 
Alaska Department of 
Education and Early De-
velopment said the order 
would “return control of public 
education back to the states.”


“With more control, Alaskans 
can better focus in on how edu-
cation resources are spent, and 
on what they deem most benefi-
cial to our students and their fu-
ture,” the spokesperson said in 
an email.


Alaska receives hundreds of 
millions of dollars annually to op-
erate K-12 schools. The percent-
age of total school budgets com-
ing from federal sources is among 
the highest in the nation when 
compared with other states. The 
funding is targeted at disadvan-
taged students, including those 
from lower-income households 
and those with disabilities.


Alaska Republican U.S. Sen. 


Dan Sullivan said during a press 
availability in Juneau on Thurs-
day that it “could be a good out-
come” if “there’s more federal 
dollars with less D.C. strings at-
tached.”


“The Department of Educa-
tion, since it’s been enacted, has 
spent over a trillion dollars, and 
our secondary school education 
results have dramatically de-
clined, and I’m not sure federal 
dictates from Washington that 


don’t understand certain 
local education impera-
tives is the best way to ap-
proach it,” he said.


“So the key question 
to me is, are they just dis-
mantling everything or 
is the vision to dismantle 
and then get the money 
to the Alaska state Legis-
lature and local communi-
ties, who, in my view, have 


a way, way better sense, especial-
ly for Alaska, on how to spend the 
money and how to prioritize the 
money because they’re closer 
to the kids, they’re closer to the 
teachers,” Sullivan added.


In a statement on Friday, U.S. 
Rep. Nick Begich III celebrated 
Trump’s efforts to close the de-
partment.


“The centralized one-size-fits-
all factory model of education has 
proven to be a poor approach. It’s 
time to end this experiment and 
restore local leadership in educa-
tion,” Begich wrote.


Meanwhile, Alaska U.S. Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski, also a Repub-
lican, questioned the claim — 
shared by Sullivan and other Re-
publican lawmakers — that the 


federal Department of Education 
“dictates” local education deci-
sions.


“There is a strong argument 
for finding efficiencies within the 
department and ensuring that 
student aid is delivered more ef-
fectively. However, the assertion 
that the department has ‘con-
trol’ over our kids’ education is 
incorrect, as federal officials are 
explicitly prohibited by law from 
meddling in schools’ curricula, 
state standards, student assess-
ments and more,” Murkowski 
said in a written statement.


“The benefits that the U.S. De-
partment of Education provide 
for Alaska are almost too numer-
ous to list,” she said, pointing to 
its efforts to ensure Alaska Native 
students can access culturally 
relevant curricula, among others.


“The Department of Educa-
tion was created by statute and it 
will require approval of the Con-
gress to close it. I will continue 
to defend the continuation of the 
laws, programs, and funding that 
the Department administers that 
Alaska’s educators, students, and 
parents rely on,” she said.


State Rep. Rebecca Him-
schoot, a Sitka independent who 
chairs the House Education Com-
mittee, said that even though 
education funding cannot be 
eliminated without congressional 
approval, she is concerned about 
the impacts of Thursday’s order.


She said the loss of federal ed-
ucation department staff could 
mean the elimination of data and 
oversight — and the Alaska edu-
cation department does not nec-
essarily have the capacity to take 


up tasks currently entrusted to 
federal oversight.


“Everybody loves to get fund-
ing with no strings attached,” she 
said. “Having free-flowing fund-
ing and never having to report 
back on how it was spent or follow 
guidelines on how it should be, to 
me, is risky if we’re interested in 
waste, fraud and abuse.”


In remarks to the state board 
of education last week, Bishop 
said that an executive order could 
not — on its own — eliminate the 
federal funding that flows to Alas-
ka schools, but she welcomed the 
elimination of some regulations 
attached to the funding.


Bishop said she signed on to a 
letter to Secretary of Education 
Linda McMahon this month pro-
posing changes to how federal 
education policy is handled, in-
cluding by requesting “more flex-
ibility with the federal funding.” A 
department spokesperson did not 
immediately provide a copy of the 
letter.


“There are different catego-
ries of funding, and the request 
was more flexibility within the 
funds to share those funds,” Bish-
op said.


The National Education As-
sociation of Alaska, a union rep-
resenting most public school 
teachers in the state, opposes the 
elimination of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, its leader said 
Thursday.


“The Department of Educa-
tion provides many things, includ-
ing vital support for Alaska stu-
dents with special needs, through 
the Individuals with Education 
Disabilities Act. Alaska receives 


the most Title 1 funding per pupil 
of any state in the nation. More 
than 51,000 Alaskan students 
benefit from that support,” wrote 
Tom Klaameyer, president of 
NEA-Alaska, in a statement.


“Historically, NEA-Alaska 
may not have always agreed with 
decisions or directives coming 
from the Department of Educa-
tion,” said Klaameyer. “However, 
whether it’s through gutting the 
department from the inside, or 
seeking congressional approv-
al for the complete elimination, 
the most vulnerable students in 
America and the educators who 
serve them will ultimately pay the 
price.”


Among its roles, the U.S. Edu-
cation Department also handles 
student loans for higher educa-
tion.


According to an email from 
University of Alaska President 
Pat Pitney, officials with the 
state’s public university system 
“don’t expect there to be signif-
icant changes to our operations 
or the ability of students to access 
federal financial aid, including 
Pell Grants and loans.”


“Advocating for federal stu-
dent aid funding remains a top 
priority for the UA system re-
gardless of what changes happen 
at certain federal departments or 
agencies,” Pitney wrote in a letter 
to students and faculty. “Federal 
student aid is a vital component 
of ensuring access and affordabil-
ity for students across the State 
of Alaska.”
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State education commissioner on hand as Trump issues order 
to ‘facilitate closure’ of federal Education Department


Bishop
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It’s difficult to overstate the impact 
Tom Sexton had on generations of Alaska 
writers.


As an English and creative writing pro-
fessor at the University of Alaska Anchor-
age for nearly 25 years, Sexton spurred 


young writers to chase op-
portunity and inspiration.


“You turn over a rock 
and somebody took a class 
from Tom Sexton,” said 
Mike Burwell, a writer, ed-
itor and former student. 
“It’s unbelievable, his over-
all influence on writers in 
Alaska.”


Sexton died this month at 
age 84, leaving a legacy as a 


prolific poet, an influential instructor and an 
initiator of literary platforms in the state.


Sexton grew up in Lowell, Massachu-
setts, and had his first exposure to the 
state in the U.S. Army. He later returned to 
the state in summer 1968, the day after he 
and his wife, Sharyn, were married.


Sexton earned a Master of Fine Arts 
degree at the University of Alaska Fair-
banks, and when the university expanded 
with a four-year institution in Anchorage, 
he started teaching at the school.


Alaska author Marybeth Holleman was 
an MFA student of Sexton’s at UAA. For a 
decade, Holleman said, Sexton handled all 
of the university’s writing courses, from 
film to fiction, and he even was the chair of 
the philosophy department for a time.


“He was a wonderful, generous, kind, 
very calm teacher,” Holleman said. “His 
calm presence was so important when 
you’re a student and you get all those anxi-
eties, but he was just a great teacher.”


Sexton was a founding editor of the 
Alaska Quarterly Review, launched by 


Ronald Spatz and James Liszka in 1980.
Holleman said Sexton and Spatz, a col-


league at UAA, brought a number of nota-
ble writers to the state, giving students an 
opportunity to rub elbows and learn from 
the likes of Jane Hirshfield, Tobias Wolff 
and Rosellen Brown.


“They would give a public reading that 
anyone can go to,” Holleman said. “Then 
they would give a craft talk to the students 
in the MFA program. And we just got to 
meet these incredible writers. So even 
though we only had two professors in the 
program, it was a much broader — just a lot 
of nourishment coming in from Outside.”


Sexton retired at UAA in 1994 and was 
named Alaska’s Poet Laureate in 1995, a 
role he held until 2000.


Even when he wasn’t actively teaching 
at the university, Sexton still maintained 
an inspirational spirit. When circumpolar 


poetry journal Ice Floe was winding down 
its publication, he encouraged Burwell to 
launch Cirque. The Alaska-based literary 
journal Burwell publishes with Sandra 
Kleven has now been in existence for more 
than 15 years.


“Basically he was the spark for Cirque,” 
Burwell said. “You know, we just put out is-
sue No. 28, so we’ve been around a while. 
It was that original encouragement that 
really got me going on Cirque.”


Holleman said it was notable that when 
Sexton was at UAA, he focused almost ex-
clusively on teaching.


“He did give his all as a teacher,” Holle-
man said. “He published very little when 
he was a teacher. And it was only when he 
retired in 1994 that he started putting out a 
book every other year. He’s written dozens 
of books of poetry, but they came after he 
retired.”


While Sexton was known for his Alas-
ka poems of place, he also did a substan-
tial amount of writing about his home and 
youth in Lowell. In total, he published 
more than 12 books of poetry in his time in 
Alaska.


“He turned out two or three books kind 
of around Lowell and the Lowell experi-
ence,” Burwell said. “They’re pretty hard 
hitting.”


Both Burwell and Holleman later pub-
lished Sexton’s work — Burwell in Cirque, 
and Holleman in projects like “Crosscur-
rents North: Alaskans on the Environ-
ment,” which she co-edited.


“He was my mentor in the program, 
and then afterwards, a friend and I have al-
so had the great honor of publishing some 
of his poems in a couple of anthologies that 
I’ve edited, too,” Holleman said.


Over the years, Sexton had a number 
of rural Alaska properties that functioned 
as writing retreats. That included a cabin 
along the Chulitna River where he would 
often spend weekends writing.


Holleman said Sexton was a well-
known rover, and on his walks he would 
carry scraps of paper and write notes or 
lines that would eventually find their way 
into his poems.


“I don’t know, there’s just something 
about that that’s so beautiful and so un-
usual for us now,” Holleman said. “But he 
studied the Chinese poets, who just were 
wanderers. And so I feel like he kind of 
continued that lineage, this ancient lin-
eage and brought it to us in contemporary 
culture.”
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Tom Sexton, former state poet laureate, is remembered  
for his ‘unbelievable’ influence teaching Alaska writers


Sexton


Anchorage Daily News promptly acknowledges and 
corrects factual errors. If you see one, please contact 
editors at corrections@adn.com.


CORRECTIONS


Photo courtesy SHARYN SEXTON


Tom Sexton 
was a professor 
at UAA teach-
ing English and 
creative writing 
for nearly 25 
years.
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Anchorage-Lakefront Limited


Partnership dba The Lakefront


Anchorage – A Millennium Hotel


located at 4800 Spenard Road,


Anchorage,Alaska99517 isapplying


for transferof aBeverageDispensary


TourismAS04.09.350 liquor license.


The change in ownership involves


the ownership interest transfer from


Cincinnati SI CompanyLimited,99%


andRegalHotelManagement,Inc.,1%


to Regal Hotel Management Inc.


98% and AIRCOA Equity Interests,


Inc. 1%. Interested persons should


submit written comment to their


local governing body, the applicant,


to the Alcoholic Beverage Control


Board at 550 West 7th Ave. Suite


1600 Anchorage AK 99501 or


alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov.


Jack Ventures, LLC, doing business as
Quintessence Farms, located at 8430 Laviento
Dr. Suite B, Anchorage, AK 99515 is applying
under 3 AAC 306.045 for transfer of a Standard
Marijuana Cultivation Facility (3 AAC 306.400),
license # 20984 to AK Sustainable Farms LLC.,
doing business as King St. Cult. Under the
terms of 3 AAC 306.049, 3 AAC 306.051, and
3 AAC 306.080(d)(2)(B), the transferor/lessor
retains a security interest in the marijuana
license that is the subject of this conveyance,
and may, as a result, be able to obtain a
retransfer the license without satisfaction of
other creditors.
Interested persons may object to the
application by submitting a written statement
of reasons for the objection to their local
government, the applicant, and the Alcohol
& Marijuana Control Office (AMCO) not later
than 30 days after the director has determined
the application to be complete and has given
written notice to the local government. Once an
application is determined to be complete, the
objection deadline and a copy of the application
will be posted on AMCO’s website at
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco.
Objections should be sent to AMCO at
marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov or to 550 W
7th Ave, Suite 1600, Anchorage, AK 99501.


King Street Management Inc, doing
business as King Street Cannabis Co,
located at 8430 Laviento Dr. Suite A,
Anchorage, AK 99515 is applying under
3 AAC 306.045 for transfer of a Retail
Marijuana Store (3 AAC 306.300), license
#20983 to Three Kings Corp, doing
business as King St. Cannabis. Under the
terms of 3 AAC 306.049, 3 AAC 306.051,
and 3 AAC 306.080(d)(2)(B), the transferor/
lessor retains a security interest in the
marijuana license that is the subject of this
conveyance, and may, as a result, be able
to obtain a retransfer the license without
satisfaction of other creditors.
Interested persons may object to the
application by submitting a written
statement of reasons for the objection to
their local government, the applicant, and
the Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office
(AMCO) not later than 30 days after the
director has determined the application
to be complete and has given written
notice to the local government. Once an
application is determined to be complete,
the objection deadline and a copy of the
application will be posted on AMCO’s
website at https://www.commerce.alaska.
gov/web/amco. Objections should be sent
to AMCO at marijuana.licensing@alaska.
gov or to 550 W 7th Ave, Suite 1600,
Anchorage, AK 99501.


Ae Kyong Lee dba Holding


Company locatedatNoPremises,


Anchorage, AK is applying for


transferof aBeverageDispensary


AS 04.09.200 liquor license to


Gogi, LLC dba Gogi Korean BBQ


located at 7780 Old Seward


Hwy,Anchorage,AK. Interested


persons should submit written


comment to their local governing


body, the applicant, and to the


Alcoholic Beverage Control


Board at 550West 7thAve.Suite


1600 Anchorage AK 99501 or


alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov


and Attorney Jana Weltzin,


Esq. at jana@jdwcounsel.com


or 901 Photo Avenue, Second


Floor, Anchorage, AK 99503.


Clapper Enterprises, Inc. dba
The Spare Room located at 3717


Minnesota Drive, Anchorage,


AK, is applying for transfer of a


Beverage Dispensary License
AS 04.09.200 liquor license to


Katharos Living, LLC dba The


Spare Room.


Interested persons should submit


written comment to their local


governing body, the applicant and


to the Alcoholic Beverage Control


Board, at 550West 7th Ave., Suite


1600, Anchorage AK 99501 or


alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov


and Attorney Jana Weltzin, Esq


at jana@jdwcounsel.com or JDW,


LLC, 901 Photo Avenue, Second


Floor, Anchorage, AK 99503.


Deenge Anchorage LLC is applying under
3 AAC 306.300 for a new Retail Marijuana
Store license, license #40360, doing
business as Country Cannabis, located at
4471 Laurel Street, Anchorage,AK, 99507,
UNITED STATES.


Interested persons may object to the
application by submitting a written
statement of reasons for the objection
to their local government, the applicant,
and the Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office
(AMCO) not later than 30 days after the
director has determined the application to
be complete and has given written notice to
the local government. Once an application
is determined to be complete, the objection
deadline and application information will
be posted on AMCO’s website at https://
www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco.
Objections should be sent to AMCO at
marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov or to
550 W 7th Ave, Suite 1600, Anchorage,
AK 99501 and Attorney Jana Weltzin, Esq
at jana@jdwcounsel.com or to 901 Photo
Avenue,Second Floor,Anchorage,AK 99503.
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A pilot and two children survived on the wing of a plane 
for about 12 hours after it crashed and was partially sub-
merged in an icy Alaska lake, then were rescued after be-
ing spotted by a good Samaritan.


Terry Godes said he saw a Facebook post Sunday night 
calling for people to help search for the missing plane, 
which did not have a locator beacon. On Monday morn-
ing, about a dozen pilots — including Godes in his own 
airplane — headed out to scour the rugged terrain for the 
missing plane. Godes headed toward Tustumena Lake 
near the toe of a glacier and spotted what he thought was 
wreckage.


“It kind of broke my heart to see that, but as I got clos-
er down and lower, I could see that there’s three people 
on top of the wing,” he told The Associated Press on Tues-
day.


After saying a little prayer, he continued to get closer 
and saw a miracle.


“They were alive and responsive and moving around,” 
he said, adding they waved at him as he approached.


The missing Piper PA-12 Super Cruiser, piloted by 
a man with two immediate juvenile family members 
aboard, flew Sunday on a recreational sightseeing tour 
from Soldotna to Skilak Lake on the Kenai Peninsula.


The three were rescued on the eastern edge of Tu-
stumena Lake on Monday by the Alaska Army National 
Guard after Godes alerted other pilots searching for the 
plane that he had found it. Another pilot, Dale Eicher, 
heard Godes’ radio call and alerted troopers since he was 
closer to Skilak Lake and figured he had better cell recep-
tion. He was also able to provide the plane’s coordinates 
to authorities.


“I wasn’t sure if we would find them, especially be-
cause there was a cloud layer over quite a bit of the moun-
tains so they could have very easily been in those clouds 
that we couldn’t get to,” Eicher said. But he said that find-
ing the family within an hour of starting the search and 
finding them alive “was very good news.”


The three survivors were taken to a hospital with in-
juries that were not considered life-threatening, Alaska 
State Troopers said.


“They spent a long, cold, dark, wet night out on top of a 
wing of an airplane that they weren’t planning on,” Godes 
said.


He said there were many miracles at play, from the 
plane not sinking, to the survivors being able to stay on 
the wing, to the three surviving the night in temperatures 
dipping into the 20s.


“It’s a cold dark place out there at night,” he said.
The plane was mostly submerged in the lake with only 


the wing and the top of the rudder exposed above the ice 
and water, Godes noted.


In Alaska, many communities with limited or no road 
access rely on small airplanes as a preferred mode of 


transportation.
Last month, in Western Alaska, 10 people died when a 


small commuter plane that was overweight by half a ton 
crashed into sea ice in the Norton Sound, near Nome on 
the state’s western coast.


Five years ago, a deadly midair collision near the 
Soldotna airport claimed the lives of seven people, includ-
ing an Alaska state lawmaker.


The Alaska Army National Guard dispatched a he-
licopter from its base in Anchorage to rescue the three 
people.


The initial plan was to use a hoist to pull the three up 
and off the wing, but it proved to be too dangerous as the 
smallest girl was being buffeted and blown around by 
the wind created by the helicopter, said Lt. Col. Brendon 
Holbrook, commander of the guard’s 207th Aviation Regi-
ment. So, instead the helicopter hovered to the side of the 
plane’s wing and pulled the three people on board.


He said his personnel reported the two girls were sur-
prisingly dry but the adult male had been in the water at 
some point. “We don’t know to what extent, but he was hy-
pothermic,” Holbrook said.


Holbrook said he was told the three people had basic 
clothing one would wear in Alaska on small planes with-
out very good heating systems, but nothing sufficient to 
keep a person warm outside in winter-like temperatures 
with cold winds blowing on the lake.


“It was literally the best possible scenario and out-
come,” Holbrook said. “Ultimately, the crew of that air-
plane were lucky because from what my guys told me, 
that plane was in the ice with the tail refrozen and if that 
tail hadn’t refrozen, it would have sunk.”


There is no indication why the plane crashed. The Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board said Tuesday that it is 
investigating with the Federal Aviation Administration.


The 60,000-acre Tustumena Lake is situated about 80 
miles southwest of Anchorage and has been described by 
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game as “notorious 
for its sudden, dangerous winds.”


Conditions around the lake — with nearby mountains, 
a glacier and gusty winds — can cause havoc for both 
boats and planes. The body of water is the largest fresh-
water lake on the Kenai Peninsula.


“Even under what would be considered a benign or 
relatively weak pressure gradient, the terrain helps turn 
the winds around, and occasionally they get a little squir-
relly,” said Michael Kutz, a meteorologist at the National 
Weather Service in Anchorage.


Godes agreed that the area is always windy, and fresh 
water can kick up with the wind and turn into waves.


“Then just the way it’s placed right there at the heel of 
that, or at the toe of that glacier where you’ve got moun-
tains on both sides, you know, just a few miles to the west, 
you’ve got Cook Inlet running back and forth with huge 
temperature and tidal swings every day. It’s just a recipe 
for chaos and for turbulence,” he said.


KENAI PENINSULA


Pilot, 2 children survived the 
night on airplane’s wing after it 


crashed into icy Tustumena Lake


Alaska National Guard via AP


An airplane that crashed Sunday is partially submerged into the ice of Tustumena Lake at the toe of a glacier on Monday near Soldotna. On the 
wings are the pilot and two children, who were rescued by the crew of an Alaska Army National Guard helicopter.


Kyle Hopkins
Anchorage Daily News


Alaska ’s  Supreme 
Court has placed new lim-
its on how long criminal 
cases can be postponed, 
part of an effort to reduce 
the time many criminal 
defendants wait to face tri-
al in the state.


The court’s order, 
which takes effect May 
12, directs state judges 
to allow no more than 270 
days of new delays for 
criminal cases filed in 2022 
or before. Court system 
data shows that about 800 
active cases fall into that 
category, making each one 
more than 800 days old 
and counting.


The move to reduce 
delays follows an investi-
gation by ProPublica and 
the Anchorage Daily News 
that found some cases 
have taken as long as a 
decade to reach juries, 
potentially violating the 
rights of victims and de-
fendants alike.


The time to resolve 
Alaska’s most serious fel-
ony cases, such as mur-
der and sexual assault, 
has nearly tripled over 
the past decade. Victims 
rights advocates had long 
complained that judges 
rubber-stamped delays, 
particularly in Anchor-
age, where about half of 
the cases impacted by 
the Supreme Court order 
are pending. Some cases 
dragged on so long that 
victims or witnesses had 
died in the meantime.


In addition to capping 
the duration of delays, the 
state Supreme Court’s or-
der says judges must ex-
plain why they’ve allowed 
any request for delay.


“It’s a positive step 
by the court to be able to 
work with the lawyers to 
move cases along,” said 
state Sen. Matt Claman, 
D-Anchorage, chair of 
the Judiciary Committee, 
which held a hearing on 
pretrial delays in Febru-
ary.


Alaska Court System 
spokesperson Rebecca 
Koford said the new Su-
preme Court order, issued 
on March 12, tackles the 
“most pressing concern.”


The time needed to 
close out the oldest cases 
“is exceedingly long,” she 
said, “and we need to get 
them resolved.”


The Supreme Court or-
der said judges in pre-2023 
cases are to allow only 90 
days of new delays at the 
request of the defense, 90 
days for prosecutors and 
90 days for “other periods 
of delay for good cause.”


Koford said that an ex-
ample of why a case might 
be delayed for good cause 
would be when a witness is 
temporarily unavailable to 
testify. Additional efforts 
are in the works to reduce 


the time it takes cases to 
get to trial, she said.


“We do not view it as 
the solution; it is part of 
the solution,” Koford said.


Alaska criminal rules 
grant defendants the right 
to a trial within 120 days 
of being charged with a 
crime. Crime victims have 
the right to the “timely 
disposition” of their case 
under the state constitu-
tion.


The 120-day deadline 
is rarely met. One sexual 
assault case highlighted 
by the Daily News and 
ProPublica was filed in 
2014 and has been delayed 
more than 70 times. That 
case has now been set for 
trial on April 1.


Several high-ranking 
state officials have spoken 
of the need to rein in de-
lays since the news orga-
nizations highlighted the 
issue in January.


Chief Justice Susan 
M. Carney told state law-
makers on Feb. 12 that the 
court system was work-
ing to curb delays, noting 
recent news coverage of 
the issue. The Senate Ju-
diciary Committee held a 
hearing focused on pretri-
al delays later that month, 
when court system Gener-
al Counsel Nancy Meade 
told legislators that the 
cases recently highlighted 
in news stories were unac-
ceptable but were outliers 
among criminal cases.


“The time it takes to 
resolve cases now is cer-
tainly longer than it was 
20 years ago. Nobody is 
happy about that,” Meade 
testified.


The new order signed 
by Carney and other Alas-
ka Supreme Court justices 
said that a 2023 judicial 
order had led to “some de-
crease” in what the court 
characterized as “per-
sistent backlogs.” The cur-
rent order, the court said, 
“is intended to facilitate 
the further reduction in 
the time to disposition of 
these older criminal cases 
without undue delay.”


The order also address-
es delays caused when 
attorneys fail to provide 
evidence to the opposing 
party in a timely manner. 
It says that judges should 
consider sanctions, in-
cluding dismissing the 
charges, when prosecu-
tors fail to provide ev-
idence or banning the 
missing evidence from be-
ing used at trial.


This article was produced in part-
nership with ProPublica’s Local 
Reporting Network.


CRIME & COURTS


State Supreme 
Court places 
new limits on 


pretrial delays


Anchorage Daily News prompt-
ly acknowledges and corrects 
factual errors. If you see one, 
please call our editors at 257-
4301.
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FORECLOSURE SALE
3/25/25 at 10:00 A.M.


Where: 303 K Street, Anchorage, Alaska 99501


1250W JOSSELIN LN PALMER Alaska 99645:


Third Judicial District of Palmer Recording District,


Third Judicial District:


Lot 3, Block 1, BRITTANY ESTATES, PHASE 1,


according to the official plat thereof,


filed under Plat Number 85-68, in the records of Palmer


3 Bdrm, 2.0 Ba, 1692 Sq. Ft.


This property is not available for reviewing prior to sale


Appraised $360,000.00


Opening Bid Amount: $179,435.26


Cash or Certified Funds Only


Property is sold “as is, where is”, no warranties expressed or implied


For more information:


Global Credit Union (907)786-2122, servicing agent for AHFC


Sale date and bid amount are subject to change


Pho & Indian LLC is making


application for a new


Restaurant or Eating Place


AS 04.09.210 alcohol


license doing business


as Pho & Indian located at


9191 Old Seward Hwy,


Suite 1, Anchorage, AK 99515.


Interested persons should


submit written comment to


their local governing body, the


applicant, and to the Alcohol


and Marijuana Control Board


at 550 West 7th Ave Suite


1600 Anchorage,


Alaska 99501 or


alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov


TIP TOP, LLC, doing business as TIP TOP,


located at 233 E. 5th Ave.,Anchorage,AK


99501 is applying under 3 AAC 306.045


for transfer of a Retail Marijuana Store (3


AAC 306.300), license # 3A-14359 toWolf


TownFarm,LLC,doing business asTipTop.


Interested persons may object to the


application by submitting a written


statement of reasons for the objection


to their local government, the applicant,


and theAlcohol &Marijuana Control Office


(AMCO) not later than 30 days after the


director has determined the application to


be complete andhasgivenwritten notice to


the local government.Once an application


is determined to be complete, the objection


deadline and a copy of the application


will be posted on AMCO’s website at


https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/


amco.Objections should be sent toAMCO


at marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov or to


550 W 7th Ave, Suite 1600, Anchorage,


AK 99501.


FORECLOSURE SALE
April 8, 2025 at 10:00 A.M.


Inside the Main Entrance of the Boney Courthouse
303 K Street Anchorage, AK 99501


Property Address:
2855 N BrennasWay,Wasilla, AK 99654


Lot 4, Block 7, Ravenview II Sub., Add No 1
4 bd 3 ba 2,288 sq ft


This property is not available for viewing prior to sale


2025 Assessed Value: $420,600.00


OPENING BID AMOUNT: $233,363.20
Cash or Certified Funds Only


Property is sold “as is, where is,” no warranties expressed or implied


For more information contact Elias Wilterding Mortgage Assistance
Officer, NMLS #1829608 at 907-261-3538,


Northrim Bank, NMLS #490464, servicing agent for AHFC


Sale date and bid amount are subject to change
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Department of Commerce, 
Community,  


and Economic Development 
 


Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 
 


550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 


Anchorage, AK 99501 


Main: 907.269.0350 


 


 
May 5, 2025 
 
Department of Revenue 
Department of Labor, Employment Security  
Department of Labor, Workers’ Compensation 
Via email:  theresa.mitchell@alaska.gov  
 velma.thomas@alaska.gov ; michele.wallrood@alaska.gov 
 savannah.ritter@alaska.gov ; dawn.wilson@alaska.gov ; tj.zielinski@alaska.gov  
 dol.esfieldtax@alaska.gov; dor.tax.collections@alaska.gov; dor.tax.accounting@alaska.gov 
 


License Number: 14359 


License Type: Retail Marijuana Store 


Physical Address: 233 E 5th Avenue, Suite 1 


Anchorage, AK 99501 


 


Transferor:  Tip Top, LLC 


Doing Business As: Tip Top 


Phone Number: 907-229-6364 


Email Address: coltman@gci.net 


EIN: 84-3386902 
 


Transferee:  Wolf Town Farm, LLC 


Doing Business As: Tip Top 


Phone Number: 907-644-3066 


Email Address: Evanjelina Gonzalez 
☒ Transfer of Ownership Application  ☐ Transfer of Controlling Interest 


 
3 AAC 306.300(a)(2)(B), 3 AAC 306.400(b)(2)(B), 3 AAC 306.500(b)(2)(B), and 3 AAC 306.605(b)(2)(B) require that an applicant for a 
marijuana establishment license operate in compliance with each applicable public health, fire, safety, and tax code and ordinance 
of the state and the local government in which the applicant’s proposed licensed premises are located. This letter serves to provide 
written notice and request for compliance status from the above referenced entities regarding the above application (see attached 
application documents for more information). Please complete and return this form to the AMCO office at the email below. 
 
REVIEWER: ___________________________________________________  DOR   
  Employment Security      
DATE:  ____________________    PHONE:  __________________________  Workers’ Compensation      
 
COMMENTS: __________________________________________________  Compliant  Non-compliant     
 


05/14/2025 907-931-3183



mailto:theresa.mitchell@alaska.gov

mailto:velma.thomas@alaska.gov

mailto:savannah.ritter@alaska.gov

mailto:dawn.wilson@alaska.gov

mailto:tj.zielinski@alaska.gov

mailto:dol.esfieldtax@alaska.gov

mailto:dor.tax.collections@alaska.gov

mailto:dor.tax.accounting@alaska.gov

mailto:coltman@gci.net





 


If you have any questions, please send them to marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Kevin Richard, Director 
 


 


 



mailto:marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov
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AMCO Alaska Marijuana Control Board 


Marijuana Establishment 


Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 


550 W Jth Avenue, Suite 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 


mariiuana.licensing@alaska.gov 


https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco 
Phone: 907.269.0350 


Form MJ-17c: License Transfer Application 


Why is this form needed? 


This form must be used to apply for a transfer of ownership to another person and/or location of a marijuana establishment license 
under 3 AAC 306.045 and 3 AAC 306.046. This transfer application must be completed and submitted to AMCO's Anchorage office, 
along with all necessary supplemental documents and fees listed in Form MJ-17b: License Transfer Application Checklist, before a 
transfer of ownership, including a change that affects the controlling interest of an entity, and/or location will be considered by the 
Marijuana Control Board. 


Please note that licensees seeking to change controlling interest of an entity that owns multiple licenses must submit a separate 
completed copy of this form and the required supplemental documents and fees for each license. 


Section 1 - Transferor Information 


Enter information for the current licensee and licensed establishment.


Licensee (from): Tip Top, LLC I License Number: I3a-14359
License Type: Standard Retail Marijuana Store 
Doing Business As: Tip Top 
Premises Address: 233 E 5th Avenue Suite 1 
City: Anchorage I State: I Alaska I ZIP: 199501 
Email: coltman@gci.net 
Local Government: Anchorage Municipality 


It/ I Regular ownership transfer D Transfer of controlling interest in the licensed entity D Transfer of location


Section 2 - Transferee Information 


Enter information for the new applicant/location seeking to be licensed. The business license# should be issued for the OBA listed 
below, and held by the transferee. 


Licensee (to): Wolf Town Farm, LLC I Alaska Entity# / 10213376
Mailing Address: 838 Bonanza Ave 
City: Anchorage State: IAK I ZIP: 199518 
Doing Business As: Tip Top 


New Premises Address .


(Skip if you are not changing 


location): 
.. . 


City (Skip if you are not Local Government {Skip if I t-{ . 0 7 


changing location): you are not changing location): 


State of AK Business License#: I 2215576 Business Phone: I (907) 644-3066 


Designated Licensee (a licensee who will be the main contact): I Evanjelina Gonzalez


Contact Email: I Evanjelina.Gonzalez@gmail.com I Phone# 


[Form MJ-17c] (rev 1/11/2023) 


I (907)787-9178 


Page 1 of4 
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 
 


                              ACCOUNT #: 109938            CAMPAIGN #: 48735           COST: $605.00 
 
      STATE OF ALASKA 


                    THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
 
                    Lisi Misa 
                    being first duly sworn on oath 
                    deposes and says that she is 
                    a representative of the 
                    Anchorage Daily News, a  
                    daily newspaper. That said 
                    newspaper has been approved 
                    by the Third Judicial Court, 
                    Anchorage, Alaska, and it now  
                    and has been published in the 
                    English language continually as a 
                    daily newspaper in Anchorage, 
                    Alaska, and it is now and during 
                    all said time was printed in an 
                    office maintained at the aforesaid 
                    place of publication of said  
                    newspaper. That the annexed is 
                    a copy of an advertisement as it 
                    was published in regular issues   
                    (and not in supplemental form)  
                    of said newspaper on 
 
                  Mar.12, 19, 26/ 2025 
              
 
                    and that such newspaper was 
                    regularly distributed to its 
                    subscribers during all of said 
                    period. That the full amount of  
                    the fee charged for the foregoing 
                    publication is not in excess of 
                    the rate charged private individuals. 
 
                    Signed______________________ 
 
                    Subscribed and sworn to before 
 
                    me this 27th day of March, 2025. 
                   


     
      ___________________________ 


                          Notary Public in and for 
                          The State of Alaska. 
                          Third Division 
                          Anchorage, Alaska 
                          MY COMMISSION EXPIRES 
                          8/4/2026 


Document Ref: 7EV6J-UWRCW-KTXWW-H7NGD Page 12 of 19
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begin Saturday if lawmak-
ers failed to act on the con-
tinuing resolution, often 
referred to by lawmakers 
as a CR.


“We did our job today,” 
Johnson said moments af-
ter the vote.


Johnson’s strategy had 
the backing of Trump, who 
called on Republicans to 
“remain UNITED — NO 
DISSENT — Fight for an-
other day when the timing 
is right.”


Lawmakers said the bill 
would trim $13 billion in 
non-defense spending from 
the levels in the 2024 bud-
get year and increase de-
fense spending by $6 billion, 
which are rather flat chang-
es for both categories when 
compared with an overall 
topline of nearly $1.7 trillion 
in discretionary spending. 
The bill does not cover the 
majority of government 
spending, including Social 
Security and Medicare. 
Funding for those two pro-
grams is on autopilot and 
not regularly reviewed by 
Congress.


Democrats mostly wor-
ried about the discretion 
the bill gives the Trump 
administration on spending 
decisions. They are already 
alarmed by the administra-
tion’s efforts to make major 
cuts through the Depart-
ment of Government Ef-
ficiency, or DOGE, run by 
billionaire Trump adviser 
Elon Musk. And they say 
the spending bill would fuel 
the effort.


Spending bills typically 
come with specific fund-
ing directives for key pro-
grams, but hundreds of 
those directives fall away 
under the legislation. So 
the administration will 
have more leeway to re-
shape priorities.


For example, a Demo-
cratic memo said the bill 
would allow the adminis-
tration to steer money away 
from combating fentanyl 
and instead use it on mass 
deportation initiatives.


“It is not a simple stop-
gap that keeps the lights on 
and the doors open,” said 
Rep. Rosa DeLauro, the 
top Democrat on the House 


Appropriations Committee. 
“This is Republican leader-
ship handing over the keys 
of the government, and a 
blank check to Elon Musk 
and to President Trump.”


Rep. Tom Cole, the Re-
publican chairman of the 
House Appropriations 
Committee, acknowledged 
the continuing resolution 
was not the outcome he 
sought but said it was time 
to end the cycle of short-
term funding extensions. 
This will be the third in re-
cent months. He blamed 
Democrats for trying to 
rein in Trump’s authority 
on spending.


“We’re not going to have 
a Republican Senate and a 
Republican House restrict 
a Republican president 
from the legitimate exer-
cise of executive authority,” 
Cole said. “And then, oh, by 
the way, ask him to sign the 
bill.”


Normally, when it comes 
to keeping the government 
fully open for business, Re-
publicans have had to work 
with Democrats to craft a 
bipartisan measure that 
both sides can support. 
That’s because Republi-
cans almost always lack the 


votes to pass spending ex-
tensions on their own.


Rep.  Andy Har ris , 
R-Md., and chairman of the 
House Freedom Caucus, 
the most conservative wing 
of the Republican confer-
ence, said he supported this 
one because it would cut 
spending and not lead to a 
massive, catch-all spending 
bill, which has become the 
norm over the years.


“This is not your grand-
father’s continuing resolu-
tion,” Harris said.


Massie was still a hold-
out, though, despite Trump 
going after him on so-
cial media, calling him a 
“GRANDSTANDER, who’s 
too much trouble.”


“HE SHOULD BE PRI-
MARIED, and I will lead 
the charge against him,” 
Trump posted online.


Massie responded by 
saying Trump was “attack-
ing me and Canada today. 
The difference is: Canada 
will eventually cave.”


H o u s e  D e m o c r a t i c 
leaders came out strong-
ly against the legislation. 
Less clear was how strong-
ly they would push mem-
bers in competitive battle-
ground districts to follow 
their lead. In the end, they 


held the entire caucus to-
gether with the exception of 
Golden.


“This Republican shut-
down bill does nothing to 
enhance the American 
dream. It undermines it,” 
House Democratic leader 
Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., 
said ahead of the vote.


Democratic leaders 
in the Senate generally 
seemed to be emphasizing 
patience at this stage and 
were waiting to see if Re-
publicans can muscle the 
bill through the House be-
fore taking a stand.


“We’re going to see what 
the House does first,” said 
top Democratic Sen. Chuck 
Schumer of New York.


Still, several rank-and-
file Democrats criticized 
the measure. Sen. Cory 
Booker of New Jersey said 
he was stunned that Repub-
licans were “trying to jam 
through something that is 
their way or the highway.”


Democrats also intro-
duced an alternative bill 
Monday night funding the 
government through April 
11. The bill could serve as a 
Plan B if the GOP-led effort 
falters.


Both parties were pre-
pared to blame the other if 
the bill failed.


“It looks like they’re go-
ing to try to shut down the 
government,” Johnson said 
of Democrats.


“If the government 
shuts down with a Repub-
lican House, Republican 
Senate and Republican 
president, it will be solely 
because the Republicans 
have moved forward with 
a terrible, partisan, take-it-
or-leave-it bill,” said Rep. 
Dan Goldman, D-N.Y.


The spending bill could 
also have major ramifica-
tions for the District of Co-
lumbia’s government.


Mayor Muriel Bowser, a 
Democrat, said the propos-
al would require the district 
to cut $1.1 billion in spend-
ing in the next six months 
since it has already passed 
a balanced budget and is 
midway through its fiscal 
year. That means, officials 
said, cuts to critical ser-
vices such as education and 
public safety.


Associated Press writers Leah Askar-
inam, Gary Fields and Lisa Mascaro 
contributed to this report.


Sean Maguire
Anchorage Daily News


Eight young Alaskans are 
planning to appeal a lower court’s 
dismissal of a lawsuit that chal-
lenged the environmental im-
pacts of Alaska’s planned natural 
gas pipeline.


The youth plaintiffs filed the 
lawsuit last year, arguing that the 
$44 billion project would uncon-
stitutionally exacerbate climate 
change. The plaintiffs wanted the 
state to recognize a constitutional 
right to a life-sustaining climate 
system.


Anchorage Superior Court 
Judge Dani Crosby dismissed 
the legal challenge on Monday as 
being beyond judicial review. She 
noted that the Alaska Legislature 
has passed laws in support of con-
structing the 800-mile pipeline 
from the North Slope for export.


“This Court lacks the authority 
to second guess the legislature’s 


policy choice,” Crosby said in her 
five-page order.


Crosby suggested to the youth 
plaintiffs that the courts were not 
the proper venue to challenge the 
Alaska LNG project


“Rather, direct engagement 
with their elected officials, par-
ticipation in public awareness 
campaigns, or becoming involved 
with Alaska’s political process is 
the proper means to effectuate 
change,” she said.


Alaska Attorney General Treg 
Taylor welcomed the court’s dis-
missal of the case. He said in a 
prepared statement that the law-
suit implicated where decisions 
should be made in Alaska’s dem-
ocratic system.


“In this case, decisions re-
garding climate change and how 
to address it lie firmly in the 
purview of the legislature and 
the executive branch. They are 
not decisions to be made by few 


individuals through the court sys-
tem,” he said.


Our Children’s Trust, an Or-
egon-based public interest law 
firm, filed the lawsuit last year on 
behalf of the young Alaskans.


Andrew Welle, lead attorney 
for the plaintiffs, said in a pre-
pared statement that Crosby’s 
decision was “a clear miscarriage 
of justice.” He argued that Mon-
day’s order means all natural re-
source manage decisions in Alas-
ka were effectively beyond legal 
review.


“We will move forward, seek-
ing to correct this ruling on 
appeal to the Alaska Supreme 
Court,” Welle said.


Our Children’s Trust, in its 
82-page complaint, argued last 
year that climate change is al-
ready being felt in Alaska with 
falling salmon numbers and 
changing caribou migratory pat-
terns — among other impacts.


The Alaska Supreme Court in 
2022 issued a split decision on a 
similar legal challenge by the law 
firm. Two of the justices stated 
that Alaska law requires a consti-
tutional right to a livable climate, 
but they were overruled.


Crosby stated in her order that 
the Alaska Supreme Court’s de-
cision was binding on the youth 
plaintiffs’ recent climate change 
challenge. She said the state’s 
highest court had twice ruled that 
competing questions of natural 
resource development and con-
servation are political questions, 
and not justiciable.


A spokesperson for the Alas-
ka Gasline Development Corp. 
— the state agency leading the 
project — said last year that the 
Legislature had supported the 
pipeline because of its environ-
mental, economic and energy 
benefits.


“Alaska LNG has withstood a 


rigorous multi-year federal per-
mitting process and court chal-
lenges from resource develop-
ment opponents because of the 
project’s obvious and significant 
environmental and economic 
benefits including cleaner air 
here at home, lower global emis-
sions, and lower energy bills for 
Alaskans,” said Tim Fitzpatrick, 
an AGDC spokesperson, on Tues-
day.


Since returning to the White 
House, President Donald Trump 
has supported Alaska LNG, and 
said his administration is working 
to construct the “gigantic” pipe-
line.


Gov. Mike Dunleavy and Alas-
ka’s all-Republican congressional 
delegation have strongly sup-
ported the project. But potential 
financial backers have not an-
nounced final investment deci-
sions to complete the pipeline.
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Youth plaintiffs plan to appeal dismissal  
of lawsuit challenging $44B gas pipeline 
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with the clerk’s office to vote by fax, 
email or secure document portal. To 
do so, you should apply before 5 p.m. 
March 25. Any applications received 
after that “may be processed subject 
to availability of staff and resources,” 
according to the municipal clerk’s 


office.
• If you won’t be home during the 


election, you can apply to vote at a 
temporary address. The deadline to 
apply is also 5 p.m. March 25.


• To get ballot tracking alerts by 
text, email or voicemail, sign up at an-
chorage.ballottrax.net/voter. The sys-
tem sends alerts when ballot pack-
ages have been sent out, received, 
counted, or if there is a problem with 
a ballot.


In some cases, voters will be asked 
to “cure” problems with their ballots, 
like if the ballot return envelope is 
missing a signature or the signature 
couldn’t be verified. When this hap-
pens, election officials mail voters 
a letter with options to fix the issue. 
Last year, the municipal clerk’s office 
introduced a new way for voters to 
cure their ballots via text message.
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CITY ELECTION


Senate. She said it was the 
department’s “final mis-
sion” to eliminate bureau-
cratic bloat and turn over 
the agency’s authority to 
states.


The department sent 
an email to employees 
Tuesday telling them its 
Washington headquarters 
and regional offices would 
be closed Wednesday, with 
access forbidden, before 
reopening Thursday. The 
only reason given for the 
closures was unspecified 
“security reasons.”


Trump campaigned on a 
promise to close the depart-
ment, saying it had been 
overtaken by “radicals, 
zealots and Marxists.” At 
McMahon’s confirmation 
hearing, she acknowledged 
only Congress has the pow-
er to abolish the agency but 
said it might be due for cuts 
and a reorganization.


Whether the cuts will 
be felt by America’s stu-
dents — as Democrats and 
advocates fear — is yet to 
be seen. Already there are 
concerns the administra-
tion’s agenda has pushed 
aside some of the agency’s 
most fundamental work, 
including the enforcement 
of civil rights for students 


with disabilities and the 
management of $1.6 trillion 
in federal student loans.


McMahon told lawmak-
ers at her hearing that her 
aim is not to defund core 
programs, but to make 
them more efficient.


Even before the layoffs, 
the Education Department 
was among the smallest 
Cabinet-level agencies. Its 
workforce included 3,100 
people in Washington and 
an additional 1,100 at re-
gional offices across the 
country, according to a de-
partment website.


The department’s work-
ers had faced increasing 
pressure to quit their jobs 
since Trump took office, 


first through a deferred 
resignation program and 
then through a $25,000 
buyout offer that expired 
March 3.


Jeanne Allen of the Cen-
ter for Education Reform, 
which advocates for char-
ter school expansion, said 
the cuts were important 
and necessary.


“Ending incessant fed-
eral interference will free 
up state and local leaders 
to foster more opportuni-
ties to give schools and ed-
ucators true flexibility and 
innovation to address the 
needs of students, wherev-
er they are educated,” Al-
len said.


Some advocates were 


skeptical of the depart-
ment’s claim that its func-
tions would not be affected 
by the layoffs.


“I don’t see at all how 
that can be true,” said Rox-
anne Garza, who was chief 
of staff in the Office of Post-
secondary Education un-
der President Joe Biden.


Much of what the depart-
ment does, like investigat-
ing civil rights complaints 


and helping families apply 
for financial aid, is labor in-
tensive, said Garza, who is 
now director of higher edu-
cation policy at Education 
Trust, a research and ad-
vocacy organization. “How 
those things will not be im-
pacted with far fewer staff 
... I just don’t see it.”
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Photos by J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE / Associated Press


House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., center, flanked by Rep. Pete Aguilar, D-Calif., left, and Rep. Katherine Clark, D-Mass., the House 
minority whip, speaks to reporters outside the House chamber as Republicans prepare a spending bill that would keep federal agencies funded 
through Sept. 30, at the Capitol in Washington on Monday.


Vice President JD Vance arrives for a closed-door meeting at the Capitol in Washington on Tuesday.
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Pho & Indian LLC is making


application for a new


Restaurant or Eating Place


AS 04.09.210 alcohol


license doing business


as Pho & Indian located at


9191 Old Seward Hwy,


Suite 1, Anchorage, AK 99515.


Interested persons should


submit written comment to


their local governing body, the


applicant, and to the Alcohol


and Marijuana Control Board


at 550 West 7th Ave Suite


1600 Anchorage,


Alaska 99501 or


alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov


TIP TOP, LLC, doing business as TIP TOP,


located at 233 E. 5th Ave.,Anchorage,AK


99501 is applying under 3 AAC 306.045


for transfer of a Retail Marijuana Store (3


AAC 306.300), license # 3A-14359 toWolf


TownFarm,LLC,doing business asTipTop.


Interested persons may object to the


application by submitting a written


statement of reasons for the objection


to their local government, the applicant,


and theAlcohol &Marijuana Control Office


(AMCO) not later than 30 days after the


director has determined the application to


be complete andhasgivenwritten notice to


the local government.Once an application


is determined to be complete, the objection


deadline and a copy of the application


will be posted on AMCO’s website at


https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/


amco.Objections should be sent toAMCO


at marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov or to


550 W 7th Ave, Suite 1600, Anchorage,


AK 99501.


AMCO Received  4.24.25
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Alaska Commissioner of Ed-
ucation Deena Bishop was in at-
tendance Thursday when Pres-
ident Donald Trump signed an 
order to “facilitate the closure” of 
the federal Department of Educa-
tion.


The order is meant to shrink 
the number of employees in the 
department and transfer some 
of its duties to other arms of the 
federal government. The 
dissolution of the depart-
ment would require an act 
of Congress.


Bishop declined an 
interview request after 
attending the signing 
event in Washington, D.C. 
A spokesperson for the 
Alaska Department of 
Education and Early De-
velopment said the order 
would “return control of public 
education back to the states.”


“With more control, Alaskans 
can better focus in on how edu-
cation resources are spent, and 
on what they deem most benefi-
cial to our students and their fu-
ture,” the spokesperson said in 
an email.


Alaska receives hundreds of 
millions of dollars annually to op-
erate K-12 schools. The percent-
age of total school budgets com-
ing from federal sources is among 
the highest in the nation when 
compared with other states. The 
funding is targeted at disadvan-
taged students, including those 
from lower-income households 
and those with disabilities.


Alaska Republican U.S. Sen. 


Dan Sullivan said during a press 
availability in Juneau on Thurs-
day that it “could be a good out-
come” if “there’s more federal 
dollars with less D.C. strings at-
tached.”


“The Department of Educa-
tion, since it’s been enacted, has 
spent over a trillion dollars, and 
our secondary school education 
results have dramatically de-
clined, and I’m not sure federal 
dictates from Washington that 


don’t understand certain 
local education impera-
tives is the best way to ap-
proach it,” he said.


“So the key question 
to me is, are they just dis-
mantling everything or 
is the vision to dismantle 
and then get the money 
to the Alaska state Legis-
lature and local communi-
ties, who, in my view, have 


a way, way better sense, especial-
ly for Alaska, on how to spend the 
money and how to prioritize the 
money because they’re closer 
to the kids, they’re closer to the 
teachers,” Sullivan added.


In a statement on Friday, U.S. 
Rep. Nick Begich III celebrated 
Trump’s efforts to close the de-
partment.


“The centralized one-size-fits-
all factory model of education has 
proven to be a poor approach. It’s 
time to end this experiment and 
restore local leadership in educa-
tion,” Begich wrote.


Meanwhile, Alaska U.S. Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski, also a Repub-
lican, questioned the claim — 
shared by Sullivan and other Re-
publican lawmakers — that the 


federal Department of Education 
“dictates” local education deci-
sions.


“There is a strong argument 
for finding efficiencies within the 
department and ensuring that 
student aid is delivered more ef-
fectively. However, the assertion 
that the department has ‘con-
trol’ over our kids’ education is 
incorrect, as federal officials are 
explicitly prohibited by law from 
meddling in schools’ curricula, 
state standards, student assess-
ments and more,” Murkowski 
said in a written statement.


“The benefits that the U.S. De-
partment of Education provide 
for Alaska are almost too numer-
ous to list,” she said, pointing to 
its efforts to ensure Alaska Native 
students can access culturally 
relevant curricula, among others.


“The Department of Educa-
tion was created by statute and it 
will require approval of the Con-
gress to close it. I will continue 
to defend the continuation of the 
laws, programs, and funding that 
the Department administers that 
Alaska’s educators, students, and 
parents rely on,” she said.


State Rep. Rebecca Him-
schoot, a Sitka independent who 
chairs the House Education Com-
mittee, said that even though 
education funding cannot be 
eliminated without congressional 
approval, she is concerned about 
the impacts of Thursday’s order.


She said the loss of federal ed-
ucation department staff could 
mean the elimination of data and 
oversight — and the Alaska edu-
cation department does not nec-
essarily have the capacity to take 


up tasks currently entrusted to 
federal oversight.


“Everybody loves to get fund-
ing with no strings attached,” she 
said. “Having free-flowing fund-
ing and never having to report 
back on how it was spent or follow 
guidelines on how it should be, to 
me, is risky if we’re interested in 
waste, fraud and abuse.”


In remarks to the state board 
of education last week, Bishop 
said that an executive order could 
not — on its own — eliminate the 
federal funding that flows to Alas-
ka schools, but she welcomed the 
elimination of some regulations 
attached to the funding.


Bishop said she signed on to a 
letter to Secretary of Education 
Linda McMahon this month pro-
posing changes to how federal 
education policy is handled, in-
cluding by requesting “more flex-
ibility with the federal funding.” A 
department spokesperson did not 
immediately provide a copy of the 
letter.


“There are different catego-
ries of funding, and the request 
was more flexibility within the 
funds to share those funds,” Bish-
op said.


The National Education As-
sociation of Alaska, a union rep-
resenting most public school 
teachers in the state, opposes the 
elimination of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, its leader said 
Thursday.


“The Department of Educa-
tion provides many things, includ-
ing vital support for Alaska stu-
dents with special needs, through 
the Individuals with Education 
Disabilities Act. Alaska receives 


the most Title 1 funding per pupil 
of any state in the nation. More 
than 51,000 Alaskan students 
benefit from that support,” wrote 
Tom Klaameyer, president of 
NEA-Alaska, in a statement.


“Historically, NEA-Alaska 
may not have always agreed with 
decisions or directives coming 
from the Department of Educa-
tion,” said Klaameyer. “However, 
whether it’s through gutting the 
department from the inside, or 
seeking congressional approv-
al for the complete elimination, 
the most vulnerable students in 
America and the educators who 
serve them will ultimately pay the 
price.”


Among its roles, the U.S. Edu-
cation Department also handles 
student loans for higher educa-
tion.


According to an email from 
University of Alaska President 
Pat Pitney, officials with the 
state’s public university system 
“don’t expect there to be signif-
icant changes to our operations 
or the ability of students to access 
federal financial aid, including 
Pell Grants and loans.”


“Advocating for federal stu-
dent aid funding remains a top 
priority for the UA system re-
gardless of what changes happen 
at certain federal departments or 
agencies,” Pitney wrote in a letter 
to students and faculty. “Federal 
student aid is a vital component 
of ensuring access and affordabil-
ity for students across the State 
of Alaska.”


ALASKA NEWS


State education commissioner on hand as Trump issues order 
to ‘facilitate closure’ of federal Education Department


Bishop


Chris Bieri
Anchorage Daily News


It’s difficult to overstate the impact 
Tom Sexton had on generations of Alaska 
writers.


As an English and creative writing pro-
fessor at the University of Alaska Anchor-
age for nearly 25 years, Sexton spurred 


young writers to chase op-
portunity and inspiration.


“You turn over a rock 
and somebody took a class 
from Tom Sexton,” said 
Mike Burwell, a writer, ed-
itor and former student. 
“It’s unbelievable, his over-
all influence on writers in 
Alaska.”


Sexton died this month at 
age 84, leaving a legacy as a 


prolific poet, an influential instructor and an 
initiator of literary platforms in the state.


Sexton grew up in Lowell, Massachu-
setts, and had his first exposure to the 
state in the U.S. Army. He later returned to 
the state in summer 1968, the day after he 
and his wife, Sharyn, were married.


Sexton earned a Master of Fine Arts 
degree at the University of Alaska Fair-
banks, and when the university expanded 
with a four-year institution in Anchorage, 
he started teaching at the school.


Alaska author Marybeth Holleman was 
an MFA student of Sexton’s at UAA. For a 
decade, Holleman said, Sexton handled all 
of the university’s writing courses, from 
film to fiction, and he even was the chair of 
the philosophy department for a time.


“He was a wonderful, generous, kind, 
very calm teacher,” Holleman said. “His 
calm presence was so important when 
you’re a student and you get all those anxi-
eties, but he was just a great teacher.”


Sexton was a founding editor of the 
Alaska Quarterly Review, launched by 


Ronald Spatz and James Liszka in 1980.
Holleman said Sexton and Spatz, a col-


league at UAA, brought a number of nota-
ble writers to the state, giving students an 
opportunity to rub elbows and learn from 
the likes of Jane Hirshfield, Tobias Wolff 
and Rosellen Brown.


“They would give a public reading that 
anyone can go to,” Holleman said. “Then 
they would give a craft talk to the students 
in the MFA program. And we just got to 
meet these incredible writers. So even 
though we only had two professors in the 
program, it was a much broader — just a lot 
of nourishment coming in from Outside.”


Sexton retired at UAA in 1994 and was 
named Alaska’s Poet Laureate in 1995, a 
role he held until 2000.


Even when he wasn’t actively teaching 
at the university, Sexton still maintained 
an inspirational spirit. When circumpolar 


poetry journal Ice Floe was winding down 
its publication, he encouraged Burwell to 
launch Cirque. The Alaska-based literary 
journal Burwell publishes with Sandra 
Kleven has now been in existence for more 
than 15 years.


“Basically he was the spark for Cirque,” 
Burwell said. “You know, we just put out is-
sue No. 28, so we’ve been around a while. 
It was that original encouragement that 
really got me going on Cirque.”


Holleman said it was notable that when 
Sexton was at UAA, he focused almost ex-
clusively on teaching.


“He did give his all as a teacher,” Holle-
man said. “He published very little when 
he was a teacher. And it was only when he 
retired in 1994 that he started putting out a 
book every other year. He’s written dozens 
of books of poetry, but they came after he 
retired.”


While Sexton was known for his Alas-
ka poems of place, he also did a substan-
tial amount of writing about his home and 
youth in Lowell. In total, he published 
more than 12 books of poetry in his time in 
Alaska.


“He turned out two or three books kind 
of around Lowell and the Lowell experi-
ence,” Burwell said. “They’re pretty hard 
hitting.”


Both Burwell and Holleman later pub-
lished Sexton’s work — Burwell in Cirque, 
and Holleman in projects like “Crosscur-
rents North: Alaskans on the Environ-
ment,” which she co-edited.


“He was my mentor in the program, 
and then afterwards, a friend and I have al-
so had the great honor of publishing some 
of his poems in a couple of anthologies that 
I’ve edited, too,” Holleman said.


Over the years, Sexton had a number 
of rural Alaska properties that functioned 
as writing retreats. That included a cabin 
along the Chulitna River where he would 
often spend weekends writing.


Holleman said Sexton was a well-
known rover, and on his walks he would 
carry scraps of paper and write notes or 
lines that would eventually find their way 
into his poems.


“I don’t know, there’s just something 
about that that’s so beautiful and so un-
usual for us now,” Holleman said. “But he 
studied the Chinese poets, who just were 
wanderers. And so I feel like he kind of 
continued that lineage, this ancient lin-
eage and brought it to us in contemporary 
culture.”


ALASKA NEWS


Tom Sexton, former state poet laureate, is remembered  
for his ‘unbelievable’ influence teaching Alaska writers


Sexton


Anchorage Daily News promptly acknowledges and 
corrects factual errors. If you see one, please contact 
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Tom Sexton 
was a professor 
at UAA teach-
ing English and 
creative writing 
for nearly 25 
years.
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Anchorage-Lakefront Limited


Partnership dba The Lakefront


Anchorage – A Millennium Hotel


located at 4800 Spenard Road,


Anchorage,Alaska99517 isapplying


for transferof aBeverageDispensary


TourismAS04.09.350 liquor license.


The change in ownership involves


the ownership interest transfer from


Cincinnati SI CompanyLimited,99%


andRegalHotelManagement,Inc.,1%


to Regal Hotel Management Inc.


98% and AIRCOA Equity Interests,


Inc. 1%. Interested persons should


submit written comment to their


local governing body, the applicant,


to the Alcoholic Beverage Control


Board at 550 West 7th Ave. Suite


1600 Anchorage AK 99501 or


alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov.


Jack Ventures, LLC, doing business as
Quintessence Farms, located at 8430 Laviento
Dr. Suite B, Anchorage, AK 99515 is applying
under 3 AAC 306.045 for transfer of a Standard
Marijuana Cultivation Facility (3 AAC 306.400),
license # 20984 to AK Sustainable Farms LLC.,
doing business as King St. Cult. Under the
terms of 3 AAC 306.049, 3 AAC 306.051, and
3 AAC 306.080(d)(2)(B), the transferor/lessor
retains a security interest in the marijuana
license that is the subject of this conveyance,
and may, as a result, be able to obtain a
retransfer the license without satisfaction of
other creditors.
Interested persons may object to the
application by submitting a written statement
of reasons for the objection to their local
government, the applicant, and the Alcohol
& Marijuana Control Office (AMCO) not later
than 30 days after the director has determined
the application to be complete and has given
written notice to the local government. Once an
application is determined to be complete, the
objection deadline and a copy of the application
will be posted on AMCO’s website at
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco.
Objections should be sent to AMCO at
marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov or to 550 W
7th Ave, Suite 1600, Anchorage, AK 99501.


King Street Management Inc, doing
business as King Street Cannabis Co,
located at 8430 Laviento Dr. Suite A,
Anchorage, AK 99515 is applying under
3 AAC 306.045 for transfer of a Retail
Marijuana Store (3 AAC 306.300), license
#20983 to Three Kings Corp, doing
business as King St. Cannabis. Under the
terms of 3 AAC 306.049, 3 AAC 306.051,
and 3 AAC 306.080(d)(2)(B), the transferor/
lessor retains a security interest in the
marijuana license that is the subject of this
conveyance, and may, as a result, be able
to obtain a retransfer the license without
satisfaction of other creditors.
Interested persons may object to the
application by submitting a written
statement of reasons for the objection to
their local government, the applicant, and
the Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office
(AMCO) not later than 30 days after the
director has determined the application
to be complete and has given written
notice to the local government. Once an
application is determined to be complete,
the objection deadline and a copy of the
application will be posted on AMCO’s
website at https://www.commerce.alaska.
gov/web/amco. Objections should be sent
to AMCO at marijuana.licensing@alaska.
gov or to 550 W 7th Ave, Suite 1600,
Anchorage, AK 99501.


Ae Kyong Lee dba Holding


Company locatedatNoPremises,


Anchorage, AK is applying for


transferof aBeverageDispensary


AS 04.09.200 liquor license to


Gogi, LLC dba Gogi Korean BBQ


located at 7780 Old Seward


Hwy,Anchorage,AK. Interested


persons should submit written


comment to their local governing


body, the applicant, and to the


Alcoholic Beverage Control


Board at 550West 7thAve.Suite


1600 Anchorage AK 99501 or


alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov


and Attorney Jana Weltzin,


Esq. at jana@jdwcounsel.com


or 901 Photo Avenue, Second


Floor, Anchorage, AK 99503.


Clapper Enterprises, Inc. dba
The Spare Room located at 3717


Minnesota Drive, Anchorage,


AK, is applying for transfer of a


Beverage Dispensary License
AS 04.09.200 liquor license to


Katharos Living, LLC dba The


Spare Room.


Interested persons should submit


written comment to their local


governing body, the applicant and


to the Alcoholic Beverage Control


Board, at 550West 7th Ave., Suite


1600, Anchorage AK 99501 or


alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov


and Attorney Jana Weltzin, Esq


at jana@jdwcounsel.com or JDW,


LLC, 901 Photo Avenue, Second


Floor, Anchorage, AK 99503.


Deenge Anchorage LLC is applying under
3 AAC 306.300 for a new Retail Marijuana
Store license, license #40360, doing
business as Country Cannabis, located at
4471 Laurel Street, Anchorage,AK, 99507,
UNITED STATES.


Interested persons may object to the
application by submitting a written
statement of reasons for the objection
to their local government, the applicant,
and the Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office
(AMCO) not later than 30 days after the
director has determined the application to
be complete and has given written notice to
the local government. Once an application
is determined to be complete, the objection
deadline and application information will
be posted on AMCO’s website at https://
www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco.
Objections should be sent to AMCO at
marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov or to
550 W 7th Ave, Suite 1600, Anchorage,
AK 99501 and Attorney Jana Weltzin, Esq
at jana@jdwcounsel.com or to 901 Photo
Avenue,Second Floor,Anchorage,AK 99503.
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A pilot and two children survived on the wing of a plane 
for about 12 hours after it crashed and was partially sub-
merged in an icy Alaska lake, then were rescued after be-
ing spotted by a good Samaritan.


Terry Godes said he saw a Facebook post Sunday night 
calling for people to help search for the missing plane, 
which did not have a locator beacon. On Monday morn-
ing, about a dozen pilots — including Godes in his own 
airplane — headed out to scour the rugged terrain for the 
missing plane. Godes headed toward Tustumena Lake 
near the toe of a glacier and spotted what he thought was 
wreckage.


“It kind of broke my heart to see that, but as I got clos-
er down and lower, I could see that there’s three people 
on top of the wing,” he told The Associated Press on Tues-
day.


After saying a little prayer, he continued to get closer 
and saw a miracle.


“They were alive and responsive and moving around,” 
he said, adding they waved at him as he approached.


The missing Piper PA-12 Super Cruiser, piloted by 
a man with two immediate juvenile family members 
aboard, flew Sunday on a recreational sightseeing tour 
from Soldotna to Skilak Lake on the Kenai Peninsula.


The three were rescued on the eastern edge of Tu-
stumena Lake on Monday by the Alaska Army National 
Guard after Godes alerted other pilots searching for the 
plane that he had found it. Another pilot, Dale Eicher, 
heard Godes’ radio call and alerted troopers since he was 
closer to Skilak Lake and figured he had better cell recep-
tion. He was also able to provide the plane’s coordinates 
to authorities.


“I wasn’t sure if we would find them, especially be-
cause there was a cloud layer over quite a bit of the moun-
tains so they could have very easily been in those clouds 
that we couldn’t get to,” Eicher said. But he said that find-
ing the family within an hour of starting the search and 
finding them alive “was very good news.”


The three survivors were taken to a hospital with in-
juries that were not considered life-threatening, Alaska 
State Troopers said.


“They spent a long, cold, dark, wet night out on top of a 
wing of an airplane that they weren’t planning on,” Godes 
said.


He said there were many miracles at play, from the 
plane not sinking, to the survivors being able to stay on 
the wing, to the three surviving the night in temperatures 
dipping into the 20s.


“It’s a cold dark place out there at night,” he said.
The plane was mostly submerged in the lake with only 


the wing and the top of the rudder exposed above the ice 
and water, Godes noted.


In Alaska, many communities with limited or no road 
access rely on small airplanes as a preferred mode of 


transportation.
Last month, in Western Alaska, 10 people died when a 


small commuter plane that was overweight by half a ton 
crashed into sea ice in the Norton Sound, near Nome on 
the state’s western coast.


Five years ago, a deadly midair collision near the 
Soldotna airport claimed the lives of seven people, includ-
ing an Alaska state lawmaker.


The Alaska Army National Guard dispatched a he-
licopter from its base in Anchorage to rescue the three 
people.


The initial plan was to use a hoist to pull the three up 
and off the wing, but it proved to be too dangerous as the 
smallest girl was being buffeted and blown around by 
the wind created by the helicopter, said Lt. Col. Brendon 
Holbrook, commander of the guard’s 207th Aviation Regi-
ment. So, instead the helicopter hovered to the side of the 
plane’s wing and pulled the three people on board.


He said his personnel reported the two girls were sur-
prisingly dry but the adult male had been in the water at 
some point. “We don’t know to what extent, but he was hy-
pothermic,” Holbrook said.


Holbrook said he was told the three people had basic 
clothing one would wear in Alaska on small planes with-
out very good heating systems, but nothing sufficient to 
keep a person warm outside in winter-like temperatures 
with cold winds blowing on the lake.


“It was literally the best possible scenario and out-
come,” Holbrook said. “Ultimately, the crew of that air-
plane were lucky because from what my guys told me, 
that plane was in the ice with the tail refrozen and if that 
tail hadn’t refrozen, it would have sunk.”


There is no indication why the plane crashed. The Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board said Tuesday that it is 
investigating with the Federal Aviation Administration.


The 60,000-acre Tustumena Lake is situated about 80 
miles southwest of Anchorage and has been described by 
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game as “notorious 
for its sudden, dangerous winds.”


Conditions around the lake — with nearby mountains, 
a glacier and gusty winds — can cause havoc for both 
boats and planes. The body of water is the largest fresh-
water lake on the Kenai Peninsula.


“Even under what would be considered a benign or 
relatively weak pressure gradient, the terrain helps turn 
the winds around, and occasionally they get a little squir-
relly,” said Michael Kutz, a meteorologist at the National 
Weather Service in Anchorage.


Godes agreed that the area is always windy, and fresh 
water can kick up with the wind and turn into waves.


“Then just the way it’s placed right there at the heel of 
that, or at the toe of that glacier where you’ve got moun-
tains on both sides, you know, just a few miles to the west, 
you’ve got Cook Inlet running back and forth with huge 
temperature and tidal swings every day. It’s just a recipe 
for chaos and for turbulence,” he said.


KENAI PENINSULA


Pilot, 2 children survived the 
night on airplane’s wing after it 


crashed into icy Tustumena Lake


Alaska National Guard via AP


An airplane that crashed Sunday is partially submerged into the ice of Tustumena Lake at the toe of a glacier on Monday near Soldotna. On the 
wings are the pilot and two children, who were rescued by the crew of an Alaska Army National Guard helicopter.


Kyle Hopkins
Anchorage Daily News


Alaska ’s  Supreme 
Court has placed new lim-
its on how long criminal 
cases can be postponed, 
part of an effort to reduce 
the time many criminal 
defendants wait to face tri-
al in the state.


The court’s order, 
which takes effect May 
12, directs state judges 
to allow no more than 270 
days of new delays for 
criminal cases filed in 2022 
or before. Court system 
data shows that about 800 
active cases fall into that 
category, making each one 
more than 800 days old 
and counting.


The move to reduce 
delays follows an investi-
gation by ProPublica and 
the Anchorage Daily News 
that found some cases 
have taken as long as a 
decade to reach juries, 
potentially violating the 
rights of victims and de-
fendants alike.


The time to resolve 
Alaska’s most serious fel-
ony cases, such as mur-
der and sexual assault, 
has nearly tripled over 
the past decade. Victims 
rights advocates had long 
complained that judges 
rubber-stamped delays, 
particularly in Anchor-
age, where about half of 
the cases impacted by 
the Supreme Court order 
are pending. Some cases 
dragged on so long that 
victims or witnesses had 
died in the meantime.


In addition to capping 
the duration of delays, the 
state Supreme Court’s or-
der says judges must ex-
plain why they’ve allowed 
any request for delay.


“It’s a positive step 
by the court to be able to 
work with the lawyers to 
move cases along,” said 
state Sen. Matt Claman, 
D-Anchorage, chair of 
the Judiciary Committee, 
which held a hearing on 
pretrial delays in Febru-
ary.


Alaska Court System 
spokesperson Rebecca 
Koford said the new Su-
preme Court order, issued 
on March 12, tackles the 
“most pressing concern.”


The time needed to 
close out the oldest cases 
“is exceedingly long,” she 
said, “and we need to get 
them resolved.”


The Supreme Court or-
der said judges in pre-2023 
cases are to allow only 90 
days of new delays at the 
request of the defense, 90 
days for prosecutors and 
90 days for “other periods 
of delay for good cause.”


Koford said that an ex-
ample of why a case might 
be delayed for good cause 
would be when a witness is 
temporarily unavailable to 
testify. Additional efforts 
are in the works to reduce 


the time it takes cases to 
get to trial, she said.


“We do not view it as 
the solution; it is part of 
the solution,” Koford said.


Alaska criminal rules 
grant defendants the right 
to a trial within 120 days 
of being charged with a 
crime. Crime victims have 
the right to the “timely 
disposition” of their case 
under the state constitu-
tion.


The 120-day deadline 
is rarely met. One sexual 
assault case highlighted 
by the Daily News and 
ProPublica was filed in 
2014 and has been delayed 
more than 70 times. That 
case has now been set for 
trial on April 1.


Several high-ranking 
state officials have spoken 
of the need to rein in de-
lays since the news orga-
nizations highlighted the 
issue in January.


Chief Justice Susan 
M. Carney told state law-
makers on Feb. 12 that the 
court system was work-
ing to curb delays, noting 
recent news coverage of 
the issue. The Senate Ju-
diciary Committee held a 
hearing focused on pretri-
al delays later that month, 
when court system Gener-
al Counsel Nancy Meade 
told legislators that the 
cases recently highlighted 
in news stories were unac-
ceptable but were outliers 
among criminal cases.


“The time it takes to 
resolve cases now is cer-
tainly longer than it was 
20 years ago. Nobody is 
happy about that,” Meade 
testified.


The new order signed 
by Carney and other Alas-
ka Supreme Court justices 
said that a 2023 judicial 
order had led to “some de-
crease” in what the court 
characterized as “per-
sistent backlogs.” The cur-
rent order, the court said, 
“is intended to facilitate 
the further reduction in 
the time to disposition of 
these older criminal cases 
without undue delay.”


The order also address-
es delays caused when 
attorneys fail to provide 
evidence to the opposing 
party in a timely manner. 
It says that judges should 
consider sanctions, in-
cluding dismissing the 
charges, when prosecu-
tors fail to provide ev-
idence or banning the 
missing evidence from be-
ing used at trial.


This article was produced in part-
nership with ProPublica’s Local 
Reporting Network.
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State Supreme 
Court places 
new limits on 


pretrial delays
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FORECLOSURE SALE
3/25/25 at 10:00 A.M.


Where: 303 K Street, Anchorage, Alaska 99501


1250W JOSSELIN LN PALMER Alaska 99645:


Third Judicial District of Palmer Recording District,


Third Judicial District:


Lot 3, Block 1, BRITTANY ESTATES, PHASE 1,


according to the official plat thereof,


filed under Plat Number 85-68, in the records of Palmer


3 Bdrm, 2.0 Ba, 1692 Sq. Ft.


This property is not available for reviewing prior to sale


Appraised $360,000.00


Opening Bid Amount: $179,435.26


Cash or Certified Funds Only


Property is sold “as is, where is”, no warranties expressed or implied


For more information:


Global Credit Union (907)786-2122, servicing agent for AHFC


Sale date and bid amount are subject to change


Pho & Indian LLC is making


application for a new


Restaurant or Eating Place


AS 04.09.210 alcohol


license doing business


as Pho & Indian located at


9191 Old Seward Hwy,


Suite 1, Anchorage, AK 99515.


Interested persons should


submit written comment to


their local governing body, the


applicant, and to the Alcohol


and Marijuana Control Board


at 550 West 7th Ave Suite


1600 Anchorage,


Alaska 99501 or


alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov


TIP TOP, LLC, doing business as TIP TOP,


located at 233 E. 5th Ave.,Anchorage,AK


99501 is applying under 3 AAC 306.045


for transfer of a Retail Marijuana Store (3


AAC 306.300), license # 3A-14359 toWolf


TownFarm,LLC,doing business asTipTop.


Interested persons may object to the


application by submitting a written


statement of reasons for the objection


to their local government, the applicant,


and theAlcohol &Marijuana Control Office


(AMCO) not later than 30 days after the


director has determined the application to


be complete andhasgivenwritten notice to


the local government.Once an application


is determined to be complete, the objection


deadline and a copy of the application


will be posted on AMCO’s website at


https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/


amco.Objections should be sent toAMCO


at marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov or to


550 W 7th Ave, Suite 1600, Anchorage,


AK 99501.


FORECLOSURE SALE
April 8, 2025 at 10:00 A.M.


Inside the Main Entrance of the Boney Courthouse
303 K Street Anchorage, AK 99501


Property Address:
2855 N BrennasWay,Wasilla, AK 99654


Lot 4, Block 7, Ravenview II Sub., Add No 1
4 bd 3 ba 2,288 sq ft


This property is not available for viewing prior to sale


2025 Assessed Value: $420,600.00


OPENING BID AMOUNT: $233,363.20
Cash or Certified Funds Only


Property is sold “as is, where is,” no warranties expressed or implied


For more information contact Elias Wilterding Mortgage Assistance
Officer, NMLS #1829608 at 907-261-3538,


Northrim Bank, NMLS #490464, servicing agent for AHFC


Sale date and bid amount are subject to change
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Department of Commerce, 
Community,  


and Economic Development 
 


Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 
 


550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 


Anchorage, AK 99501 


Main: 907.269.0350 


 


 
May 5, 2025 
 
Department of Revenue 
Department of Labor, Employment Security  
Department of Labor, Workers’ Compensation 
Via email:  theresa.mitchell@alaska.gov  
 velma.thomas@alaska.gov ; michele.wallrood@alaska.gov 
 savannah.ritter@alaska.gov ; dawn.wilson@alaska.gov ; tj.zielinski@alaska.gov  
 dol.esfieldtax@alaska.gov; dor.tax.collections@alaska.gov; dor.tax.accounting@alaska.gov 
 


License Number: 14359 


License Type: Retail Marijuana Store 


Physical Address: 233 E 5th Avenue, Suite 1 


Anchorage, AK 99501 


 


Transferor:  Tip Top, LLC 


Doing Business As: Tip Top 


Phone Number: 907-229-6364 


Email Address: coltman@gci.net 


EIN: 84-3386902 
 


Transferee:  Wolf Town Farm, LLC 


Doing Business As: Tip Top 


Phone Number: 907-644-3066 


Email Address: Evanjelina Gonzalez 
☒ Transfer of Ownership Application  ☐ Transfer of Controlling Interest 


 
3 AAC 306.300(a)(2)(B), 3 AAC 306.400(b)(2)(B), 3 AAC 306.500(b)(2)(B), and 3 AAC 306.605(b)(2)(B) require that an applicant for a 
marijuana establishment license operate in compliance with each applicable public health, fire, safety, and tax code and ordinance 
of the state and the local government in which the applicant’s proposed licensed premises are located. This letter serves to provide 
written notice and request for compliance status from the above referenced entities regarding the above application (see attached 
application documents for more information). Please complete and return this form to the AMCO office at the email below. 
 
REVIEWER: ___________________________________________________  DOR   
  Employment Security      
DATE:  ____________________    PHONE:  __________________________  Workers’ Compensation      
 
COMMENTS: __________________________________________________  Compliant  Non-compliant     
 


Savannah Ritter


05/13/2025 907-269-3979


Reviewed MJ 17C and all parties with a financial interest.



mailto:theresa.mitchell@alaska.gov

mailto:velma.thomas@alaska.gov

mailto:savannah.ritter@alaska.gov

mailto:dawn.wilson@alaska.gov
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If you have any questions, please send them to marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Kevin Richard, Director 
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Department of Commerce, Community, 


and Economic Development 
 


ALCOHOL & MARIJUANA CONTROL OFFICE 
 


550 West Seventh Avenue, Suite 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 


Main: 907.269.0350 
 
 


MEMORANDUM 


          TO: Chair and Members of the Board  DATE:  June 13,2025  


          FROM: Regina Cruz – Examiner  
 


RE:     Tip Top, LLC  #14359 


 
This is an application to transfer the ownership of a Retail Marijuana Store  in the Municipality of 
Anchorage for Tip Top, LLC  DBA Tip Top  to Wolf Town Farm LLC dba Tip Top. 
  
 
Date Entered Queue: 09/05/2024 
 
Determined Complete/Notices Sent: 05/13/2025 
 
Objection Period Ended: 6/13/2025 
  
Local Government Response/Date: Pending  
 
DEC Response/Date: Pending  
 
Fire Marshal Response/Date: Deferred  
 
DOL-WC Response/Date: 05/15/2025- Compliant 
 
DOL-ES Response/Date: 05/14/2025- Compliant  
 
DOR Response/Date: 05/15/2025- Non-Compliant 
 
Objection(s) Received/Date: No 
 
Other Public Comments Received: No 
 
Staff Questions/Issues for Board: No 
 


























APPLICATION 
DOCUMENTS 


 








NOTIFICATIONS 
 








Notice(s) of Violation  


 





